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NOTE

“ A Varety of Things " was published in 1928 as one
of the volumes 1 a limited edition of my weitings, (From
the present edition one item, * The Happy Hypoente "' 1s
omutted )

I should mention that *‘ The Guerdon ” was written
when Henry James was given the Order of Ment, and that
“‘The Dreadful Dragon of Hay Hill” was concewved mn
the course of thé 1914-1918 war, and that “ A Socal
Success * was produced i 1913 by George Alexander
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON
OF HAY HILL
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON
OF HAY HILL

1

In the faint early dawn of a day 1n the mudst of 2 golden
summer, a column of smoke was seen nsing from Hay
Hill, nsing thickly, not without sparks in 1t. Danger to
the lives of the dressmakers 1n Dover Street was not appre-
hended, The fire-bnigade was not called out. The fire-
brigade had not been called 1nto existence. Daver Street
had not yet been built. I telf of 2 tume that was thirty-nine
thousand years before the birth of Christ.

To tmagine Hay Hill as 1t then was, you must forget
much of what, as you approach 1t from Berkeley Square or
from Piccadilly, 1t 1s now. You knew 1t 1n better days, as
T did 7-~days when 1ts seemly old Georgian charm had
ot hed under the of two vast hugh
barracks for the wealthier sort of bachelors to lhve mn?
You remember how, mn frosty weather, the horse of your
hansom used to skate hopelessly down the slope of st and
collapse, pitching you out, at the foot of 1t ¥ Such memories
will not serve, They are far too recent, You must imagine
just a green hull, with some trees and bushes on it. You
must wmagine 1t far higher than 1t s nowadays, tapering
to a summut not yet planed off for the purpose of Dover
Street ; and steeper ; and with two caves aloft 1n 1t ; and
bright, bright green.

And concesve that sts smiling wildness made no contrast
with aught that was around. Betkeley Square smiled wildly
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

voices of choristers and the golden voices of senators.
Westmunster 15 firm underfoot nowadays ; yet, even so, as
you come away from 1t up the Duke of York’s steps, you
feel that you are mounting into a drier, brsker aic ; and
this sensation 1s powerfully repeated when ation you chmb
St. James’s Street. Not lower, you feel, not lower than
Prccadilly would you have your home. And this, st would
Seem, was just what the average man felt forty-one thousand
years ago. Nature had placed 1n the steep chalky slopes
from the marshes a farr number of commodious caves ;
but these were almost always vacant, Only on the igher
levels did human creatures abound.

And scant enough, by our present standards, that
abundance was, In all the space which the forest had left
free—not merely all Mayfair, remember: all Soho, too,
and all that lies between them—the population was hardly
more than three hundred souls. So low a figure 15 hard to
prasp. So few people, 1n a place so teeming now, are
almost beneath our notice. Almost, but not quite, What
there was of them was not bad,

Nature, as a Roman truly said, does not work by leaps.
What we call Evol 1S 3 quite gly slow
process. We shotld Like to compare favourably with even
the latest of our predecessors We wince whenever we
read a declaration by some eminent biologist that the skull
of the prelistoric man whose bones have just been un-
earthed 10 this or that district duffers but slightly from the
skull of the average man in the twentieth century. T hate
having to tell you that the persons 1n this narrauve had
well shaped heads, and that if theirr jaws were more
promunent, their teeth sharper, their backs less upright,
their arms longer and hainer, and their feet suppler than
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

eyed nomad, passed this way, blinking from the forest or
soaked from the river ; and glad always was such an one
to rest awhile here, and tell to lus good hosts tales of the
outlying world, Tales very marvellous to the dwellers 1n
this sleek safe homeland !—tales of rugged places where
no men are, or few, and these 1n peril by mght and by
day ; tales of the lion, a creature with yellow eyes and a
great mop of yellow hair to his head, a swift and strong
creature, without pity ; and of the tusked mastodon, taller
than the oldest oak, and shaking the ground he watks on ;
and of the winged dragon, that huge beast, posing so high
1n the arr that he looks no bigger than a hawk, yet reaching
lis prey on earth as instantly as a hawk his; and of the
huge crawling dragon, that breathes fire through his nostrils
and scorches black the grass as he goes hunting, hunting ;
of the elephant, who fears nothuing but mastodons and
dragons ; of the hyena and the tiger, and of beasts beside
whom these seem not dreadful.

Wide-eyed, op hed, the | landers would sit
histening. * O wanderer,” would say one, ‘ tell us more of
the mastodon, that is taller than the oldest oak.” And
another would say, * Make again for us, O wanderer, the
notse that a lion makes,” And another, * Tell us more of
the dragon that scorches black the grass as he goes hunting,
hunting.” And another, ‘O you that have so much
wandered, surely you will abide here always? Here 1s
not hardship nor danger. We go not 1n fear of the beasts
whose roast flesh you have tasted and have praised. Rather
go they 1n great fear of us. The savoury deer flees from
us, and has swifter feet than we have, yet escapes not the
pornt of the thrown spear, and falls, and 1s ours. The hare
is not often luckser, such 1s our skill. Our goats and our
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

wattles. Such huts were already numerous, dotted about
n all directions. Elder folk thought them very ugly, and
said that they spodt the landscape. Yet what was to be
done? It s well that a people should multply. Though
these t landers now d th lves very many
indeed (their number, you see, being so much higher than
they ever could count up to, even incorrectly), yet not even
the eldest of them densed that there was plenty of room
and plenty of food for more. And plenty of employment,
you ask? They did not worry about that. The more
babies there were, the more children and grown folk would
there be anon to take turns in munding the ample flocks
and herds, and the more lessure for all to walk or stt around,
talking about the weather or about one another. They
made no fetish of employment.

T have sud that they were not bad, Had you heard them
talked about by one another, you might rather doubt this
estimate. You would have heard little good of any one.
No famuly seemed to approve of 1ts nesghbours, Even
between brothers and sisters mutual trust was rare. Even
husbands and wives bickered. To st as you have
seen, these people could be charming. I do not say they
were ever violent among themselves. That was not their
way. But they lacked kindness

Happiness is sard to beget kindness. Were these people
not happy? They deemed themselves so. Nay, there was
to come a time when, looking back, they felt that they had
been marvellously happy. This tume began on the day
1n whose dawn smoke was seen nising from Hay Hill,
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

shpped, tumbled head over heels, rolled, picked himself
up, saw Thua, and rushed weeping towards her.

*What atls you, O chld?’ asked Thia, than whom
Thol was indeed a year younger and much smaller.

‘01" was all that the child vouchsafed between his
sobs, ‘O’

Thia thought 1ll of tears. Scorn for Thol fought the
maternal mnstinct 1 her, But scorn had the worst of it,
She put her arms about Thol. Quaveningly he told her
what he had just seen, and what he believed 1t to be, and
how 1t lay there asleep, with just its head and tal outside
Gra's cave, snoring. Then he broke down utterly. Thia
looked at the hill. Maternal instinct was now worsted by
wonder and curiosity and the desire to be very brave—to
show how much braver than boys girls are. Thia went to
the hull, shaking off Thol's wild clutches and leaving him
behind. Thia went up the hill, quickly but wanly, on
tiptoe, wide-eyed, with her tongue out upon her underlip.
She took a sidelong course, and she noticed a sort of black
path through the grass, winding from the mouth of Gra’s
cave, down one side of the hill, and away, away tull 1t was
lost 1n the white musts over the marshes, She climbed
nearly level with the cave’s mouth, and then, peerng
through a bush which hid her, saw what lay behind the veil
of smoke.

Much worse the sleeping thing was than she had feared
1t would be, much huger and more hudeous. Its face was
as Jong as a man’s bedy, and lay flat out along the ground
Had Thia ever seen a crocodile’s face, that 1s of what she
would have been reminded—a crocodile, but with great
pricked-up ears, and souffling forth fiery murk in deep,
thythmse, luxurious exhalations. The up of the creature’s

1z
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

his mother had died mn giving lum bicth ; and one day,
when he was but seven years old, hus father, who was a
shepherd, had been attacked and killed by an angry ram.
In the sleek safe homeland this death by violence had made
a very painful impression. There was a general desire to
hush 1t up, to forget 1t. Thol was a remmder of st. Thol
was 1gnored, as much as possible. He was allowed to have
the cave that had been his father’s, but even the widow
Gra, in the cave so near to his, distegarded him, and
forbade her children to play with him  However, there
dwelt hard by 1n the valley a certain shepherd, named
Brud, and he, being childless, saw use for Thol as helping-
boy, and to that use put hum, Every mormng, 1t was Thol's
first duty to wake his master. It was easy for Thol himself
to wake early, for fus cave faced eastwards. To-day in tus
great excttement about the dragon he had forgotten his
duty to Brud. He went running now to perform it.

Brud and his dog, awakened, came out and listened to
Thol's tale, Truthfulness was regarded by all the home
landess as a very important thing, especially for the young.
Brud took tus staff, and ‘ Now, O Thol,’ he said, ‘ will T
beat you for saying the thing that s not.’ But the boy
protested that there was indeed a dragon 1n Gra's cave ;
so Brud said sagely, ‘ Choose then one of two things:
erther to run hence into Gra's cave, or to be beaten.’ Thol
so unhesitatingly chose to be beaten that 1t was clear he
did belteve his own story. Thia, moreover, came runming
up to say that there truly was a dragon. So Brud did not
beat Thol very much, and went away with his dog towards
the Iull, curious to know what really was amiss up there.

Perhaps Thia was already sorry she had called Thol a
cowatd, for, though he was now crying again loudly, she

13
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

she love parents whom she did not remember? She was
full of love for the homelanders ; and naturally she hated
the thought they hated: that some day two wanderers
might come and whisk her away.* She loved this people
and this place the more deeply perhaps because she was
not of them. Forget the harsh things she has just sad to
Thol. He surely was to blame. And belike she would
even have begged Ius pardon had she not been preoccupied
with thoughts for the whole homeland, with great fears of
what the dreadful dragon mught be going to do when he
woke up.

1w

And a wonder 1t was that he did not wake forthwith, so
loud 2 bellow of terror did Brud and Ius dog utter at the
glimpse they had of lum, The glhmpse sufficed them: both
bounded to the foot of the hill with incredible speed, stil
howhng, From the mouths of caves and huts people
darted and stood agape. Responsive sheep, goats, geese,
what not, made great noses of their own, Brud stood
waving hus arms wildly towards the hill. People stared
from him to the column of smoke, and from 1t to him.
They were still heavy with sleep. Unusual behaviour at
any time annoyed them , they deeply resented behaviour
s0 unusual as this so early i the morning. Lattle by little,
disapproval merged 1nto anxety. Brud became the centre

* Lest the reader asseme that 1n the course of this narrative one or
both of Thia's parents will retutn to claun her, Jet me at once state that
withun a few months of her bewag left i the homeland her father was

kalled by a lion, and her mother by 2 lioness, 11 what has since become
Shropshire
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

far and near, Up, straight up through the windless air
went the column of smoke steadfastly, horribly, up higher
than the eyes of the homelanders could follow 1t.

What was to be done ? Could nothing be done? Could
not some one, at any rate, say something? People who
did not know each other, or had for years not been on
speaking terms, found themselves eagerly conversing, m
face of the common peril. Solemn parties were formed to
g0 and view the dragon’s track, 1ts odious scorched track
from the 1 People t bered having been told
by wanderers that when 2 dragon swam a river he held high
his head, lest his flames should be quenched. The river
that had been crossed last mght by this monster was a
great god. Why had he not drowned the monster ? Well,
fire was a great god also, and he deigned to dwell m
dragons, One god would not destroy another. But again,
would even a small god desgn to dwell 1n a dragon? The
homelanders revised their theology. Fire was not a god at
all.

Then, why, asked some, had the river not done his
duty? The more ngid logicians answered that nesther
was the river a god. But this doctrine was not well recerved.
People felt they had gone quite far enough as 1t was.
Besides, now was a time rather for action than for thought,
Some of those who were skilled 1n hunting went to fetch
therr arrows and spears, formed a sort of army, and
marched round and round the lower slopes of the hiil 1n
readiness to withstand and slay the dragon so soon as he
should come down into the open At first this had 2
cheertng and heartemng effect (on all but Thol, whose
personal aspiration you remember) But scon there
recurred to the minds of many, and were repeated broad-
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

But Thia answered them, ‘ My heart 1s too sad. We
are all 1n persl. For myself I am not afraid. But how
should I dance, who love you? Not agamn, O dear ones,
shall T dance, until the dragon be slain or gone back across
the water., Nesther shall I put flowers ;n my hair nor
sing’

She went her way, and was presently guiding a flock of
geese to a pond that does not exust now,

. v

She sat watching the geese gravely, fondly, as they swam
and dived and cackled She was filled with a sense of duty
to them. They too were homelanders and dear ones She
wished that all the others could be so unknowing and so
happy.

A breeze sprang up, swaying the column of smoke dand
driving 1t across the valley, on which 1t cast a long, wide,
dark shadow.

‘Thia felt very old She remembered a happy and care-
less chuild who woke—how long ago t—and went lookmg
for mushrooms. And this memory gave her another
feeling. You see, she had eaten nothing all day.

Near the pond was a cherry tree. She looked atit She
tried not to  This was no day for eating. ‘The sight of the
red cherries jarred on her. They were so very red She
went to the tree unwilhingly She hoped no one would see
her. In your impatience at the general slowness of man’s
evolution, you will be glad to learn that Thia, climbing
that tree and swinging among the branches, had notably
more of assurance and’ nimble ease than any modern cfuld
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

forward, flush with the ground, but the tail, which was
longer still, swung 1ts barbed tip slowly from side to side,
and sometimes rose, threshing the air. Neck, body and
tail were surmounted by a ridge of upstanding spurs. In
fact, the dragon was yust what I have called him : dreadful.

Spears flew 1n the twilight. Ringing noises testified that
many of them hut the mark, They rang as they glanced
off the scales that completely sheathed the brute, who,
now and agam, coiled his neck round to have a fook at
them, as though they rather interested and amused him.
One of them struck him full on the brow (if brow 1t can be
called) without giving him an nstant’s pause,

Anen, however, he halted, reating his neck straight up,
turnung his head slowly this way and that, and seemed to
take, between his great puffs of fiery smoke, a general
survey of the valley. Twilight was not fading nto dark-
ness, for a young moon rode the sky, preserving a good
view for, and of, the dragon. Most of the homelanders had
with one accord retired to the further side of the valley,
across the dividing stream. Only the spearmen remaned
on the dragon’s side, and some sheep that were 1 2 fold
there. One of the spearmen, taking aum, ventured rather
near to the dragon——so near that the dragon’s neck, shoot
g down, all but covered the distance. The clash of the
dragon’s jaws resounded. ‘The spearman had escaped only
by a han's breadth. The homelanders made a famnt noise,
something between 2 sigh and 2 groan,

The dragon looked at them for a long time. He seemed
to be in na hurry. He glanced at the moon, as though
saymng, * The mght 15 young.! He glanced at the sheep
fold and slowly went to 1t, Wanderers had often said of
dragons that they devoured no kind of beast in any land
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

never achieved ; but he had cunning, and had power to
bewilder with fear. Before the night was out he was back
agamn 1n hus cave upon the full. And the sleepless home-
landers, forgathering 1 the dawa to hear and tell what
things had befallen, gradually knew themselves to be the
fewer by five souls.

vIL

1t 1s often said that no 1lls are so hard to suffer as to
anticipate. I do not know that this 1s true. But 1t does
seem to be a fact that people comport themselves better
under the incidence of an 11l than under the menace of 1t
better also 1n their feat of an 11i’s recurrence than when the
1 15 first feared. Some of the homelanders, you will have
felt, had been rather ndiculous on the first day of the
dragon's presence among them They had not been 50 1n
the watches of the mght. Even Brud and s dog had
shown signs of courage and endurance. Even Thol had
not cried much, Thia had behaved perfectly. But this 15
1o more than you would expect of Thia. The point 15
that after thexr pamc at the dragon’s first quick onset,
the generality of the homelanders had behaved well.
And now, haggard though they were 11 the dawn, wan,
dishevelled, they were not without a certamn collective
dignity.

When everything had been told and heard, they stood
for a while 1n silent mourning. The sun rose from the hills
over the water, and with a common impulse they knelt to
this great god, beseeching hum that he would straightway
call the dragon back beyond those hills, never to return.
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

crawling down the hill he 1s more beautiful than Thia
dancing.’

Shib’s 1deas about beauty were academic. Thiz dancing,
with a rose-bush on one side of her and a sunset on the
other, was beautiful. The dragon was ugly. But Shib was
not going to waste breath mn argument with his absurd
brother. What mattered was not that the dragon was
ugly, but that the dragon was a public nuisance, to be
abated 1f 1t coufd not be suppressed. The spearmen had
failed to suppress 1t, and would continue to fail. But Shub
thought he saw a way to abatement. He had carefully
watched throughout the mght the dragon’s demeanour.
He had noted how, despite so many wanderers’ clear
testimony as to the taste of all dragons, this creature had
seemed to palter 1n choice between the penned sheep near
to tum and the mobile people across the stream ; noted
that despite the great talons on his feet he did not atcempt
to climb any of the trees ; noted the long rests he took here
and there. On these observations Shib had formed a
theory, and on this theory a scheme. And dunng the
farmly meal 1n the cave he recited the speech he was going
to make at the council, His parents were filled with
adnuration. Veo, however, did not listen to a word, Nor
did he even attend the counal. He stayed mn the cave,
making with a charred stick, on all vacant spaces, stark
but spirsted pictures of the dragon.

Vi

I wilf not report 1n even an abridged form the early
proceedings of the council. For they were tedious. The
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON’

should any one of them be wanting to do work that others/
could do? and willing to take a risk that others would
take ? Really they did not know. It was 2 strange forble.
But there 1t was. A chuld can carry the largest of ducks;
but as many as four men were lending a hand 1n porterage
of a duck to-day. Not one of the porters emjoyed this
work, But somehow they all wanted to do 1t, and did 1t
with energy and good humour.

Very soon, up yonder on the flat shelf of ground n
front of the cave’s mouth, lay temptingly ranged 1n a
semucircular pattern two goats, three ducks, two deer,
three geese and two sheep, All had been done that was
to be done. The homelanders suddenly began to feel the
effects of their sleepless neght. They would kave detwed
that they were sleepy, but they felt a desire to lie down
and think, The valley soon had a coverlet of sleeping
figures, prone and supine. But, as you know, the mind
has a way of waking us when 1t should ; and the home
fanders were all wide awake when the shadows began to
lengthen.

Very still the air was ; and very still stood those men
and women and children, on the other side of the dividing
stream ‘The sun, setting red behind them, sent their
shadows across the stream, on and on slowly, to the very
foot of the il up to which they were so itently looking
The column of smoke, Iittle by httle, lost 1ts flush, But
anon 1t showed fitful glimpses of a brighter red at the base
of 1t, making known that the dragon’s head was not snside
the cave. And now 1t seemed to the homelanders, 1n these
long moments, that their hearts ceased beating, and all
hope died i them  Suddenly—clash { the dragon's jaws
echoed all over the valley ; and then what silence !
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

there now, and saw no prospect of sleeping there at all
untyl he had slain the dragon. But he bethought him of
the many empty caves on the way down to the marshes.
And he moved mto that less fashionable quarter—sulkaly
indeed, but without tears, and sustamned by a great faith
1n the future.

=

On the morming of next day the homelanders prayed
agan to the sun that he would call the dragon away from
them. He did not so. Therefore they besought him that
he would forbid the dragon to come further than the cave’s
mouth, and would cause him to be well pleased with a
feast like yesterday's.

Such a feast, 1n the afternoon, was duly laid at the cave's
mouth ; and agam, when the sun was setung, the dragon
did not come down the hill, but ate aloft there, and at the
twelfth clash drew back hss glowing jaws 1mto the cave.

Day followed day, each with the same ritual and result.

Shib did not join 1n the prayers. He regarded them as
efficacious, and also as rather a slight to himself, The
homelanders, be 1t said, mntended no slight. They thought
Shib wonderfully clever, and were most grateful to hum ,
but 1t never occurred to them to rank him among gods.

Veo always prayed heartily that the dragon should be
called away forthwith. He wanted to see the dragon by
daylight. But he did not pray that the dragon should not
come forth in the evening Better a twilit dragon than
none at ail.

Lattle Thol, though he prayed earnestly enough that the
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

man recently wedded, From the hut's mouth crept forth
clouds of smoke, and, as the dragon withdrew fis head,
the goat-herd, finding votce, raised such a cry as instantly
woke many sleepers. That day lived long 1n the memory
of the homelanders. The dragon was very active, He did
not plod through the snow. He walked at hus full speed
upon the ground, the snow melting before hum at the
approach of hus fiery breath. It was the homelanders that
plodded. Some of them stumbled head foremost into
snowdrifts and did not escape thetr pursuer. There was
nothing slothful 1n the dragon’s conduct that day. Hour
after hour 1n the keen frosty air he went s way, and not
before mightfall did he go home,

‘Thus was inaugurated what we may call the Time of
Greater Stress. No one could know at what hour of night
or day the dragon nught agawn rard the homeland Relays
of guards had to watch the hdl always No one, lying
down to sleep, knew that the dragon might not forthcome
before sunrise ; no one, throughout the day, knew that the
brute mght not be forthcoming at any moment. True, he
forthcame seldom. The daily offerings of slain beasts and
burds sufficed him, mostly. But he was never to be
depended on—never.

Shib’s name somewhat fell in the general esteem. Nor
was 1t raised again by the execution of a scheme that he
concetved, The roe and buck stuffed with poisonous herbs
were swallowed by the dragon duly, but the colummn of
smoke from the cave’s mouth did not cease that evenung,
as had been hoped And on the following afterncon—
a sign that the stratagem had not been unnoticed—one of
the men who weve placing the food i foame of the cave
perished muserably i the dragon’s jaws.
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

In the preceding years he had thought of little else than
this, and as he never had smd a word about 1t he was not
accounted good company. Nor had he any desire to shiae
—in any hight but that of a hero. The homelanders would
have been cordial enough to hum, throughout those years,
1f he had wished them to be so, But he never was able to
forget how cold and unkind they had been to him 1n his
early chuldhood. It was not for their sake that he had so
[S 1y nursed and brooded over his great wish It was
for tus own sake only.

An unsympathetic character? Stay '—let me tell you
that since the dawn of hus adolescence another sake had
come 1n to jom hus own : Thia's sake,

From the motnent when she, 1n chuldhood, had called
him a coward, 1t always had been Thia especually that he
wished to impress. But in recent times us feeling had
changed. How should such a lout as he ever hope to
smpress Thia, who was a goddess? Thol hoped only to
make Thia happy, to see her go dancing and singing once
more, with flowers mm her hair. Thol did not even dare
hope that Thia would thank him Thol was not an
unsympathetic character at all

As for Thia, she was more fascinating than ever. Do
not be nusled by her to Tholagodd R
that the homelanders worshipped cherry trees and ram and
fire and running water and all such things, There was
nothing of the statuesque Hellenic 1deal about Thia She
had not grown tall, she was as lissom and almost as slight
as ever ; and her alien dark haiwr had not lost 1ts wildness .
on windy days 1t flew out far belund her, like a thunder
cloud, and on calm days fud her 2s m a bush She had

never changed the task that she chose on the day of the
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

mossy from the marshes, an aged wanderer, He turned
fus dark eyes on Thol and said with a smule, pomting
towards the thick smoke on the hill, * A dragon 1s here
now?’

*Yea, O wanderer,’ Thol answered

!'There was none aforetime,” said the old man. 'A
dragon was what your folk needed.’

¢ They need fum not. But tell me, O you that have so
much wandered, and have seen many dragons, tell me
how a dragon may be slain !’

‘ Mind your sheep, young shepherd. Let the dragon be.
Let not your sheep mourn you.

‘ They shall not, I shall slay the dragon. Only tell me
how ! Surely there s a way?’

“It 15 2 way that would lead you into hus jaws, O fool,
and not hurt hum, Only through the roof of his mouth
can a dragon be pierced and wounded. He opens not his
jaws save when they are falling upon his prey. Do they
not fall smftly, O fool2*

* O wanderer, yea But'—

‘ Could you deftly spear the roof of that great mouth,
O prey, 1n that little nme 2 *

¢ Yea, surely, if so the dragon would perish.’

The old man laughed *So would the dragon perish,
truly ; but so only. So would be heard what few ears have
heard—the cry that a dragon utters as he 1s slam  But
soonly’ And the old man went his way northward

From that day on, Thol did not watch tus sheep very
much, They, on the other hand, spent most of their time
in watchung um, ‘They rather thought he was mad, stand
g 1 that odd attitude and ever lunging his crook up at
one of the nodding boughs of that ash tree,
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

ith one accord the throng had moved from the western
to the easteen foot of the hill, and stayed there gazing
reverence up to the home of a god greater than the sun
When at length the god showed himself, there arose
from the throng a great roar of adoration The throng
went down on 1ts knees to hum, flung up 1ts arms to hum,
half closed its eyes 50 as not to be blinded by the sight of
fum His litle mortal mate, knowing not that he was a
god, thinking only that he was a brave man and her own,
was astonished at the doings of her dear ones The god
himself, shating her 1gnorance, vas deeply embarrassed,
and he blushed to the roots of hus hair
¢ Laugh, O Thol,” she whispered to hum  * It were weell
for them that you should laugh * But he never had laughed
1 all hus life, and was much too uncomfortable to begin
domng sojust now He backed into the cave  The religious
throng heaved a deep moan of disappomntment as he did
50 Thia urged hum to come forth and laugh as she herself
was domg  * Nay,” he said, * but do you, whom they love,
dance a little for them and sing  Then will they go awa
happy* v
It seemed to Thua that really this was the next best plan,
and so, still laughung, she turned round and danced and
sang with great ammation and good will The audience,
however, was cold It gave her its attention, but even this
she began to feel, was not 1ts kund attention Indeed, :h;
audience was jarred  After a while—for Tha's ;'md:
forbade her to stop her performance—the audience began
to drift away 2
There were tears 1n her eyes when she danced back into
the cave But these she brushed away, these she for
mstantly 1n her lover s presence TEot
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

Thia laughed long but tendetly. *And your sheep,
beloved, what said they 2 *

‘ How should I know ? * asked Thol.

“ And you left them there 2 Do you not love them 2’

‘ 1 have never loved them,’

* But they were your task?’

¢ O Thia, the dragon was my task.’

She stroked his arm. * The dragon 1s dead, O Thol.
You have slain the dragon, O my brave dear one. That
task 1s done. You must find some other. All men must
work, Since you loved not your sheep, you shall love my
geese, and I wall teach you to drive them with me.’

*That,’ said Thol, ‘ would not be a man’s work, O
Thia,'

‘ But they say you are a god ! And I think a god may
do as he will.’

Her flock had swum out into the pond. She called 1t
back to her, and headed 1t away towards some willows
From one of these she plucked for Thal a long twig such
as she herself carrsed, and, having stripped 1t of ats leaves,
gave 1t to hum and began to teach him her art.

XV

There was, as Thia had known there must be, a great
concourse of people around and about the dragon.

There was a long line of children nding on its back,
there were infants 1n arms being urged by their mothers
never to forget that they had seen it ; there were many
young men and women trying to r1p off some of 1ts scales,
as reminders ; and there were elders exchanging remunis-
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

she cried. * He 1s new to his work, He wall grow 1n skill.
These geese will find that he 1s no fool. And 1t may be
that hereafter, 1f you are all very good, T will teach him to
sing and dance for you, with flowers i hus bright red
hair.”

Having thus spoken, she ran to overtake her husband,
and soon, guding the flock 1n good order, went her way
with hum back to the pond.

Xxvi

There was a general desire that the dragon should not
be buried anywhere within the confines of the homeland.,
Shib concewved that if the trunks of felled trees were used
as rollers the carcass mught be transported to the swamps
and be sunk there. By 1ts vast weight the careass frustrated
this scheme. A long deep trench must be dug beside 1t,
All the able-bodied men of the homeland offered therr
services, and of course Shib was a most efficient director
of the work.

You will be glad to hear that Sb was a more sympa-
thetic character than he once was. The public spirit that
had always been his was unmarred now by vamty and
personal ambtion, He was a quiet, disinterested, mndefatig-
able warker for the common weal, burmng always with
that hard, gem-like flame which Mr. Pater discerned m
the breasts of our own Civil Servants, He had forgotten,
or he remembered without bitterness, the time when he
was a popular hero, Thol's great deed was a source of
genuine pleasure to hun. Nay (for he had long ago out-
grount fus callow atheson), e socepted Thal as 2 god,
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

The great occasion lacked only the god’s presence. Of
course the god had been invited, Shib, heading a deputa-
tion on the banks of the goose pond, had besought him
that he would deign to throw the first clod of earth upon
the dragon ; and he had diplomatically added that all the
homelanders were hoping that Thia might be induced to
sing and dance on the grave as soon as 1t had been filled.
But Thia had answered that she could not give her husband
leave, inasmuch as he had been 1dle at his work that day ;
he would like very much to come ; but 1t was for that very
reason that she would not let hum : he must be punshed.
As for herself, she too would very much like to come, but
she must stay and keep him to his work Thol saying
nothing, the deputation had then withdrawn, not without
many obeisances, which Thia, with as many curtseys,
roguishly took to herself.

However, even without the light of the god’s countenance
on 1t, the festval was a great and glortous one Perhaps
andeed the revellers enjoyed themselves more than would
have been possible in the glare of that awful lummary
The revels lasted throughout the mght, and throughout
the next day, and did not cease even then, Dazed with
sleepiness and heavy with surferts of meat, the home
landers continued to caper around bonfires and to clap one
another on the back ; and only because they had not the
secret of fermented liquor were there no regrettable scenes
of intoxication The revels had become a habie. It seemed
as though they would never cease But human strength 15
finite,

Thia would have liked to be 1n the mdst of the great to
do Tt was well that the homelanders should rejoice. And
the homelanders were as dear to her as”ever, though she
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

farger than appetites, Eyes were duller, complexions less
clear, chests narrower, stomachs more obtrusive, arms and
legs less well developed, than they had been under the
dragon’s auspices. And prayers, of course, were not said
now.

‘Thia 1 her childheod had thought the homelanders
perfect ; and thus after the coming of the dragon she had
observed no improvement 1n them, But now, with maturer
visson, she did see that they were growing less worthy of
lugh esteem, This grieved her, She believed that she
loved the homelanders as much as ever, she told herself
truly enough that 1t was much her own fault that they had
ceased to love her. In pomt of fact, their coldness to her,
1n course of time, cooled her feeling for them. she was
human, What she did love as much as ever was the home
land. What grieved her was that the homeland should have
an imperfect population,

She talked constantly to Thol about her sorrow. He was
not a very apt auditor, Being a native of the homeland, he
could not see 1t, as she could, from without. It was not to
him an 1dea, as 1t was to Thia’s deep alien eyes. It was just
the homeland, As for the homelanders themselves, he had
never, as you may remember, loved them ; but he liked
them quite well now. He supposed he really was not a
god ; but 1t no longer embarrassed hum to be thought so ;
ndeed 1t pleased him to be thought so. The homelanders
no longer knelt when he passed by. He had asked them
not to, and they reverently obeyed his wish. He supposed
Thia was nght 1n saying that they were less good than n
the days of the dragon ; but 1n those days he had hardly
known them. He was glad to know them better now His
natute had, in fact, become more expansive He wished
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

and feeble. He replied, sertously, that he was younger than
she ; and, as for feebleness, he asked her to remember that
he, not she, had slan the dragon. He then walked away,
leaving his goats to their own devices, and his wife to hers,
and spent the rest of the day in company that was more
appreciative of hum, He returned of course before sun-
down, fearful of a lecture. Thia, who had alteady driven
his goats into therr pen, did but smile demurely, saying
that she would always be glad to do hts work for hum, and
that she was trustier than any lad.

But, as time went on, her temper was not always so
sweet. Indeed, 1t ceased to be sweet. In his steady, rather
bovine way, he loved her as much as ever ; but his love of
being with her was less great, and his pleasure 1n the soctety
of others was greater, than of yore, Perhaps if Thia had
borne a chuld, she mught have been less troubled about the
welfare of the homelanders. But this diversion and solace
was not granted, Thia's maternal mnstinct had to spend
itself on 2 community which she could not help and did
not now genuinely love, and on a husband who did not
understand her simplest thoughts and was moreover grow
ing fat. Her disposition suffered under the stram., One
day, when she was talking to hin about the homeland, she
paused with sudden suspicion and asked him what she had
said last ; and he could make no answer ; and she asked
him to tell her what he had been thinking about ; and he
said that he had been thinking about his having stamn the
dragon ; and she, 1nstead of chiding tum tenderly, as she
wottld have done 1n the old days, screamed. She screamed
that she would go mad if ever agam he spoke to her of that
old dragon. She flung her arms out towards the hills
across the waters and said, with no lowering of her voice,

49



TEAT 3

TR AFAG—HOT FT IR EEY
yo. widE, A% § um A B

FiT | @t aga g€ nfm—arad § sigw @ sfagm g“r T F
T AT S0 ghew & | a8 sedi Gy aws aat F Aot e
FioT F9¢ & ITX AT AT W, @A qeawT AT A7 | 79 4
sferdas & s {omy & o § avad § g A, o wfafwlea § g
Rregt oy sy wfafile ¥ w7 § 97 frar 411\” aweg w9 A afw
sfed gt & w8 geR wiEmA § afba w1 g vee, TR
fow WX A F 2,395 qF a1 w§+r 1 o wwi oF adh w&y w1 | o
¥ A ¥ G g I TR wg Heardt a7 W HY aga AgE
2t & 1 S & e Y a$i et & aw Sted §; ag satent |ns
BT SR §, et I wfd ww G fea @ e B sdiodt
i =gt §, wi-cat o gy wieal faed s § i & wwwr wfua
for qea AR AT § | I8 FAERW KA B T @ gy |
HE S F g A AN F AR FE ¥ of gfaw wd §0T 1T
arear F¢ a1 | o "o Sigd AT & wedt § g ¥ wvw § A9
SR A 38 g w0 E O (A g wew &, fdiy s & o
=T ¥ § Io% fawm w0 frdera frar a1, S99 wew vk T o o
R ¥ o b Fw ag § A e & o S ¥ g AR
o fraife &t & 1

w08 ¢hgw St 6T sEed—sRAT e e § eEn
Ft A7 aleE et § fiae fear o aea 0 qeet TEe (asd
¥ QEoN TF FTE | o AN B 3§ ey i ﬁw%rﬁrmﬁmﬁ
TaFl W | T 5 R A e 0 gw g § e R ST
T FETN G647 G Y 1 5 Frer i Pl s B why wod O
ww W aEt F AR T W we gey e o fr sae Y9

2. Sz ooy feedt 7w siag” 9o 321



THE DREADFUL DRAGON

youths and maidens 1ntent on making the mwost of their
freedom. Thetr freedom was their religion ; and, as every
religion needs rites, they ntualistrically danced. They
danced much dunng the day, and then much by moon-
hght or starlight or firelight, 1n a grum and purposeful, an
angular and indeflexible manner, making 1t very clear that
they were nat to be trifled with.

‘Thia, when first she saw them engaged thus, had been
very glad ; she imagined that they must be domng some-
thing useful. When she reahised that they were dancing,
she drew a deep breath, She remembered how she herself
had danced—danced thoughtlessly and anyhow, from her
heart, with every scrap of her body, She blushed at the
recollection. She did not wonder that the homelanders had
resented her dance on the mormng after her marnage.
She wondered that they had so encouraged her to dance
when she was a chuld, And she felt that there must, after
all, be in these young people a deep fund of earnestness,
auguring well for their future,

‘Ttme had not confirmed this notion. The young people
danced through the passing seasons and the passing years
with ever greater assiduity and solemmity; but other
forms of ser were 1ot fested by them, Few
of them seemed to find tume even for falling m love and
marrying ‘They all, however, called one another ¢ beloved,’
and had 2 kind of mutual good will which thesr elders,
among themselves, would have done well to emulate. And
for those elders they had a tolerant feeling which ought
to have been, yet was not, fully rectprocated,

Thol within five years of the dragon’s death, Tho! with
his immense red beard and his stately deportment, was of
course very definttely an elder ; and still more so was that
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

not, as they supposed, think that he was too ofd to dance :
he only thought that he mught not dance well and might
fose fus power over them. He believed that they loved him.
How should they not ? Thua, though she never told hun
so now, loved him with her whole heart, of course, and,
for all the harsh words she spoke at tumes, thought that
no man was his equal. How should not these much gentler
young women not have given their hearts to him 2 He felt
that he humself could love one of them, 1f he were not
Th's husband, They were not beautiful, as Thia was;
and they were not wise, as she was ; but he felt that if he
had never seen Thu he mught love one of them, or even
all of them,

XX

For lack of a calendar, the homelanders had not the
habt of keeping anniversaries  They never knew on what
day of the year a thing had happened—did not even know
that there was a year. But they knew the four seasons.
They remembered that the apple trees had been m
blossom when Thol slew the dragon, and that since then
the apple-trees had blossomed four times And 1t seemed
good to them that at the close of 2 day when those blossoms
were again on those branches, a feast should be held
that part of the valley where the great deed had been done.
Shib, who organised the feast, was anxious that it should
be preceded by a hymn 1n prase of the slayer god. He
thought this would have a good effect on the msing
generation. But Thol opposed the 1dea, and 1t was dropped.
Shib had also been anxious that Thia should attend the
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

‘O Thia,” he rebuked her, * you speak empty words.
You speak as though you did not love me.’

‘1 have long ceased to love you, O Thol,’ she saxd n 2
law voice,

He stared at her blankly 1n the moonlight. His slow
mund strove hard. * But you are my wife,” he said at last,
‘1 am your husband, O Thua, 15 1t indeed true that you
have ceased to love me?”

‘O Thol, 1t 1s most true.

Then, by stress of the great anger that rose 1n tum, hus
mind worked more quickly—or rather his tongue was
loosened. He told Thia that she had never loved tum. She
denied this coldly., He said that she had never understood
him, She dented this warmly, He reminded her that even
when she was a little girl she had once called him a coward ;
and this too she dented ; but he mamtamned that 1t was
s0; and she reminded him that after he had been beaten
by his master for seemng the dragon he said that she too
ought to have been beaten for seemng the dragon, and he
dented this 3 but she persisted that 1t was so ; and he then
said that she ought to have been beaten ; and she replied
that she could be now, and she challenged him to beat
her ; but he did not accept her challenge ; and this, she
said, proved that he was a coward ; and he asked her to
repeat ths, and she repeated 1t, and he then reminded her
that he had slain the dragon ; and she, stamping her foot,
said she only wished the dragon had slain him ; and she
made a face at him, and rushed out of the cave, and if
there had been a door she would have slammed 1t ; and
really he was quite glad that she had gone ; and after she
had run far she lay down upon the grass and slept nll
dawn, and then, nsing and brushing the dew off her arms
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

go mn quest of her, He freed Ius goats, gurded them to
some long grass and, sitting down, tried to take an intelligent
nterest 1n thetr downgs and a hively 1nterest in thetr welfare,
and not wonder where Thia was.

For three whole days he trred hard—tried with all that
fisaty of purpose which had enabled him at last to slay the
dragon. It was Afa’s visit that unmanned him.

Not she nor any other of those maidens had ever come
to him at the pond in Thua’s ime, If they happened to
pass that way, they would gaze straight before them, or
up at the sky, greeting nerther the husband nor the wife,
and simpenng elaborately, as much as to say, * We are
unworthy,” But now 1t was straght at Thol that the
approachung Afa ssmpered. And she said, * I am come to
be the goat herd's help {*

He marvelled that there was 2 time when he had thought
he mght have loved one of these madens. He was not
even sure that he knew which of them this one was. He
was sure only that he despised them all. And this senti-
ment so contorted his muld face that there was nothing
for Afa to do but toss her head and laugh and leave
him,

Presently the look of great scorn 1n hus face was succeeded
by a look of even greater love. He arose and went 1n search
of Thia, But he did not mn his quest of her throw dignity
to the winds. He did not ask anybody where he should
find her, He walked slowly, as though bent on no errand.

It was near sunset when at length he espied his lost one
near to a lonely pool at the edge of the forest.

She did not see um. She sat busily plaiting wattles.
There was a great pile of these beside her, And in and
around the pool were her geese,
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

somehow the } landers had b less good t

of 1t. Thia had often said so. Of course she had never
blamed hum for that, Sull, perhaps she would not have
ceased to love hum if s deed had not done harm. Was
there no deed by which the harm could be undone 2 Day
by day, mght by might, Thol went on thinkmg.

After the lapse of what we should call a week or so, he
began to act also.

He knew that there could be no great thickness of barrier
between the back of his cave and the back of the cave that
had been the dragon’s ; for m hus childhood he had often
heard through st quite clearly the sound of the voices of
Gra and her chuldren. To make 1n 1t now a breach big
enongh to craw} through on hands and knees was the first
step 1n the plan that he had formed. With a great sharp
stone, hour after hour, daily, he knelt at work. Fortunately
—for else must the whole plan have come to naught—the
barrier was but of earth, with quite small stones m 1t,
Nevertheless, much of strength and patience had been
exerted before the first hittle chink of daylight met Thol's
eyes,

It was a glad moment for hum when, that same evening,
at sunset, at last he was able to crawl through into the
western cave ; but as he rose and gazed around the soot
blackened lair he did not exult His work had but begun.
And lis work would never end while he lived. He prayed
earnestly to the sun that he might live long and always do
fus work nghtly. Also he prayed that Thra mught soon
agan love him.

‘That mght, 1n us own cave, just as he was falling asleep,
he had a doubt which greatly troubled him, He arose and
went forth to a place where some ducks were. One of these
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down the western side of the hill. And the man was not
really frightened. He only seemed so.

He careered around the valley, howling now ltke one
distraught, Responsive sheep, goats, geese, what not,
made great noises of their own. From the mouths of caves
and huts people darted and stood agape, Thol waved
tus arms wildly towards the cave upon the hill. People
saw a great column of smoke climbing up from 1t mnto
the sky.

¢ A dragon! Another dragon!’ was Thol’s burthen.

People gathered round him 101 deep wonder and agitationt
He told them, 1n gasps, that he had come down early—
very eatfy—to look for mushrooms—and had looked back
and—seen a dragon crawlhing up the hill. He said that he
had scen 1t only for 2 moment or two: 1t crawled very
quickly—far more quickly than the old one. He added
that 1t was rather smaller than the old one—smaller and
yet far more terrible, though 1ts smoke was less black. Also,
that 1t held high 1ts head, not scorching the grass on 1ts
way.

There was no panic.

* O Thol,’ said one, * we need not fear the dragon, for
here are you, to come between us and him.’

“ Here by this stream,’ said another, ‘ we shall presently
bury him with great rejoicings, O high god.’

The crowd went down on 1ts knees, thanking Thol 1n
anticipation. But he, provident plodder, had foreseen what
would happen, and had hts words ready. ‘ Nay, O home
landers,’ he said, plucking at hus great beard, ‘I am less
young than I was. I am heavier, and not so brave. Per-
adventure some younger man will dare meet this dragon
for us, some day. Meanwhile, let us tempt lum with the
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

glow nise and fall, 1n the old way, twelve times, with the
sound of the clashed jaws? What was in store for the
homeland to mught ?

None but Thol knew.

poans

He, very wisely, had rested all day 1n preparation for the
tasks of evenng and mght, Two or three times, moving
astde the screen that kept the smoke out of hus cave, he had
crawled through the opening and, drawing the other screen
across the other side of 1t, had tended the fire For the
rest, he had been all 1nactive.

As twilight crept into the cave, he knelt 1 solemn
supplication to the departing sun  Presently, when dark
ness had descended, he struck two flints, lit cne end of his
pine wood staff, moved the screen aside, drew a long deep
breath, and crawled swiftly mto the ather cave Slowly
he moved his torch from side to stde of the cave’s mouth,
along the ground He was holding st in his left hand, and
1n his nght hand was holding one of the two flat stones
After a pause, stll kneeling, he rased hugh the torch for a
moment or two and then sharply lowered 1t 1n the direction
of one of the smoke clouded animals, At the same time
he powerfully clashed the one stone down upon the other,
Another pause, and he repeated these actions exactly,
directing the torch towards the next animal. He performed
them ten times 1n all, Then he extingwshed fus torch and
crept quickly home, puffing and spluttering and snorting,
glad to escape tto clear air.

When he had regawmed hus breath, he crawled back to
drag the carcasses n The roe and the buck he left where
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

In so far as they deigned to remember him at all, the
homelanders supposed he had gone away, that first morning,
across the waters or through the forests, to some land where
he could Jook men in the face.

Here he was, however, 1n thexr midst, a strenuous and
farthful servant,

He had a stern grim joy 1n the hardness of his life—save
that he could never ask Thia to share st with lum  He had
not foreseen—it was the one thing he had not thought out
well~how hard the life would be. The great deed by
which he had thought to bring Thia back to him must
forever keep them asunder. Thus he had done an even
greater deed than he intended  And his stern grim joy in
1t was thereby the greater,

XXVI

Had she so wished, Thia might have become very
popular and have regamned something of her past glory.
After Thol's confesston of cowardice she had instantly risen
1n the homelanders’ esteem How very right she had been
to leave im! Friendly eyes and friendly words greeted
her, But when they all knelt praying the sun to call the
dragon away, she remamned upnight and mute. And after-
wards, when she was asked why, she said that 1t was well
that the dragon should abide among them, for thus would
they all be the better, 1n heart and deed, and therefore teuly
the happier, could they but know st She said that whether
or not they could know 1t, s0 1t was.

These saymngs of hers were taken 1n bad part, and she
was shunned because of them  This did not mar the joy
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XXVIL

Some one presently came forth : and yes, 1t was Tholi—

Slowly he came down the full, with hus head bent forward,
with fis hands up to his bowed shoulders, and two burdens
at Jus back—two goats, as Thia saw when presently Thol
turned aside southward, He looked very strange. His hatr
and face seemed to have grown quite dark. And what was
he doing with those two goats? Thia fay stull, with a fast-
beating heart. She felt that her voice would not have
come, even had she tried to call to hum,

She watched him out of sight, then rose to her feet and,
hesttatingly, went to the foot of the hill, and then, quickly
and resolutely, went up 1t and into the cave.

Quick-witted though she was, the sight of three geese
and three ducks and of two sheep puzzled her deeply ; and
not less did she wonder at the quantity of stacked wood.
And what was that fence of osters aganst the wall? She
moved 1t slightly and saw a great breach 1n the wall ; and
through this some smoke came drifting 1n. And now her
quick wits began to work—but 1n such wise as to make
her bewilderment the deeper.

Suddenly, drawing a deep breath, she went down on her
hands and knees, and crawled, quick as a serpent, through
the smoke.

She was soon back agaun. Blinking hard and shaking
the smoke from her nosteils, she went to breathe the clear
arr at the cave's mouth., But, good though this air was, she
hardly tasted 1t, She had burst out sobbing. She, who
never 1n all her life had shed tears, sobbed much now.
But she remembered that tears make people’s cyes ugly.
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

‘ Yea. Begone, small dear one {* And he stooped down
to take the two sheep.

’ Once, long ago, you wished that a jad mght help you
1n your hard work. O Thol, I am as I was, teustier than
any lad. It were better that you should go twice, not
thrice, every mght, to the marshes. I will always take the
birds.'! And she rose to take them.

But a thought came to her, giving her pause, And she
said, ¢ The fire must first be tended.’

‘Tt has no need yet,’ he answered. ‘I tend 1t when I
come back from the last journey.’

‘ To-rught 1t shall be tended earlter. And I will so tend
1t that 1t shall last long.” She was down on her knees and
off mnto the smoke before he could stop her, He followed
ber, protesting that such work was not for her, She did
1t, nevertheless, very well, And presently, side by side, he
with two sheep, she with three birds’ necks 1n exther fist,
they went forth into the starhght, and down away to the
marshes.

Therte, having duly sunk thesr butdens, they took each
other by the hand, and turned homeward. At one of the
running brooks on thetr way home, Thia halted. * Here,'
she sad, ‘ will I wash myself well. And do you too, O
‘Thol, so that when we wake i the morning my face shall
not displease you.”

XXvin

Every mght Thia accompamed Thol on one of the two
journeys ; and during the other she would go to the forest
and gather wood, so that there should always be plenty
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THE DREADFUL DRAGON

very much and would not once falter 1n the wotk. He
promused that he would not falter. Other days and nights
passed. It seemed to Thol that Thia had ceased to know
him, She did not even follow him with her eyes now.
One morning, at daybreak, soon after his return from the
third journey, she seemed, by her gaze, to know lum. But
presently she died 1 tus arms.

On that might he went to the forest and dug a grave for
tus wife. Then, returning to the cave, he took her i fus
arms for the last time, and carried her away, and buried
her.

In the time that followed, he was not altogether lonely.
He felt by day that somehow she was 1n the cave with hun
still, and by mght he felt that she watked with tum. He
never faltered 1n the work,

He faltered not much even when the marshes did to
him as they had done to Thia, Shivering in every imb, or
hot and aching, and very weak, he yet forced mmself to
tend the fire and at mghtfall to brandish the torch and
clash the stones and drag 1n the beasts and birds. It srked
him that he was not strong enough to carry even one sheep
away. Surely he would be strong again soon? For Thia’s
sake, and for the homeland's, he wished ardently to live.
But there came an evening when the watchers in the valley
saw no nising and falling, heard no clashing, of the dragon’s
Jaws.

XXIX

Would the dragon come forth to-mght? The valley on
the further side of the stream was now thickly crowded
On the nearer side were many single adventurers, with
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THE DREADFUL DRAGOR

FINIS

And thus—does our tale end unhappily? I think not.
After all, the homelanders at large are rather shadowy to
us. Oc and Loga, Shib and Veo, Afa and her hike, and all
those others, all those nameless others, do not mean much
to us. It 1s Thol and Thia that we care about, For their
sake we wish that the good they did could have been
lasting. But 1t 15 not 1n the nature of things that anything
—except the nature of things—should last. Sants and wise
statesmen can do much, Their reward 13 1 the doing of
1t. They are lucky 1f they do not live long enough to see
the undomng, It should suffice us that Thol and Thia
together in thesr fast days knew a happiness greater than
they had ever known—Thol a greater happiness than in
the days of his glory, and Thia than 1n the days of hers
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THE GUERDON
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THAT 1t hardly was, that 1t all bleakly and unbeguilingly
wasn't for ¢ the likes ' of hun—poor decent Stamfordham
~~to rap out quernies about the owner of the to hum unknown
and unsuggestive name that had, 1n these days, been thrust
on him with such a wealth of commendatory gesture, was
preasely what now, as he took, with s prepared hst of
New Year colifichets and whatever, his way to the great
gaudy palace, fairly flicked hus cheek with the sense of s
having never before so let hiumself 1n, as he ruefully
phrased 1t, without letting anything, by the same token,
out.

‘ Anything * was, after all, only another name for the
thing. But he was to ask himself what earthly good 1t
was, anyhow, to have kept in 1ts confinement the furred
and clawed, the bristling and now all but audibly scratcch
1ng domestie pet, «f he humself had to be figuted as bearing
1t company inside the bag. There wasn't, he felt humself
blindly protesting, room in there for the two of them;
and the ymmnent addition of a Personage farly caused
our friend to brstle 1n the manner of the ymagimned captive
that had ull now symbolised well enough for him his whole
dim bland 1gnorance of the matter 1 hand. Hadn't he
all the time been reckomng precisely without that Personage
—without the greater dimness that was to be expected of
him—wathout, above all, that dreadful lesser blandness in
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THE GUERDON

persprrational agony. So that when, at long last, that
finger was placed, with a roll towards him of the biue, the
promnent family eye of the seated reader, 1t was with a
groan of sometlung like relief that he famntly uttered an
¢ Oh well, Sir, te 15, you know-—and with all submisston,
hang st, just 1sn't he though 2—of an emunence !’

It was n the sdence following this fling that there
budded for hum the wild, the all but unlooked for hope
that * What sorf, my dear man, of eminence?’ was a
question not, possibly, going to be asked at all. It farrly
burst for him and blossomed, this bud, as the royal eye
rolled away from his 1nto space. It never, tull beautsfully
now, had struck our poor harassed friend that his master
mught, m some sort, be prey to those very, those mhbitive
delicacies that had played, from first to last, so emmently
the deuce with him. He was to see, 2 moment later, that
the royal eye had posed—had, from its slow flight around
the mouldings of the florid Hanoveran ceiling, posttively
swooped—on the fat scarlet book of reference which,
fraught with a title that was a very beam of the catchy and
the chatty, lay bestde the blotting-pad. The royal eye
rested, the royal eye even diated, to such an extent that
Stamfordham had anticipatively the sense of being com-
manded to turn for a few munutes his back, and of over-
hearing in that interval the rustle of the turned leaves.

“That no such command came, that there was no recourse
to the dreadful volume, somewhat confirmed for hum tus
made guess that on the great grey beach of the hesttational
and renunciational he was not—or wasn’t all demsably not
~—the only pebble, For an instant, nevertheless, during
which the prominent blue eye rested on a promnent blue
pency, 1t seemed that this guess nught be, by an immense
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T. FENNING DODWORTH

rgzz,

‘Tris name 1s seldom, if ever, on the lips of the man n
the street, But 11 15 2 name highly esteemed by men whose
goad opimon s most worth having, When the sdols of
our market-place shall have been jecked from their pedestals
by irreverent Time, Fenning Dodworth will not be utterly
forgotten. His name will crop up passim, and honourably,
1n the pages of whatever Grevilles and Creeveys we have
had among us during the past thirty years,—' Met Fenmng
Dodworth 1 Pall Mall this morning. He told me he had
1t on the best authorty that St. John Brodrick would not
be put up to speak on the Second Reading.’'—' Heard an
amusing and charactenstic mot of Fenning Dodwotth's.
He was diung with some other men at E. Beckett’s one
sught last week, when the conversation turned on Winston's
speech at Oldham Beckett said, * Whatever Winston's
faults may be, he has gemus.” ** That,” said Dodworth,
1n the slence that ensued, “1s 2 proposttion on which 1
should like to meditate before endorsing 1t.” Colfapse of
Beckett ] ’—* Sat next to Dodworth at the Cordwaners’
dinner, He said that he did not at all like the look of
things i the Far East, Later in the evening I asked lum
potnt-blank whether the phrase *“ A Government of Peck-
smiffs,” which has been gomg the rounds, had been comned
by him. ¢TIt may have been,” he said dnly. Charac-

teristic ! *
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T. FENNING DODWORTH

tus wit, scems to me one of the most remarkable, the
strongest and, 1n 2 way, most successful men of our time.
Digmity, a Roman dignity, 15 the keynote of hus appear-
ance, ‘Ths 1s undoubtedly one of the causes of fus success.
Is 1t also, T sometimes ask myself, partly a result of s
success? But no. Twenty years ago (when first I made
s aequatntance) he was as impressive as he 1s, at the age
of sixty, now. Moreover, had his mund any knack to
remould hus body, surely he would be taller. He remamns
very far below the middie height. But he carries s head
tugh, thus envisaging the more easily the ruck of common
objects, and making on such of those objects as are ammate
the kind of effect which hus unarded stature mught preclude,
One of hus eyebrows 1s slightly rased ; the other 1s slightly
lowered, to hold in position a black nmmed single eye-
glass. His nose 1s magnificently Roman, H lps are
small, firm, admirably chiselled, and every word that falls
from them 1s very precisely articulated  His chin 1s very
strong, and his chest (in proportion to his height) deep
He has the neatest of hands and feet. Draped mn a toga,
and without hus monocle, he mught pass for a statuette of
Seneca. But he prefers and affects a more recent style of
costume~—the style, somewhat, of the Victortan statesmen
who flounshed in his youth - a frock coat and a rather
large top-hat, a collar well open at the throat, and round
1t a niband of black silk tied 1n a loose bow. He 15 2 good
1udge {and, T take 1t, the sole survivor among judges) of
sherry, Nor 1s this the only way i which he imparts
agreeably the flavour of a past age. In Thackeray, in
Trollope, 11 the old volumes of Punch, you will have found
a wealth of tesimony to the fact that persons of high
tmportance, meeting persons of shight importance, often
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for we do find * Educ, : Won open scholarship at Queen’s
Coll, Oxford, 1879 ' A presage, this, of coarse successes.
But mark the sequel ! * Second Class in Classical Mods ,
1881 § Thurd Class, Lat. Hum , 1883. Treasurer of Union,
1882° He was thrice a candidate for the Presidency of
the Union ; and I happen to have met 1 later years two
of his successful opponents, both of themn men rather
promunent 1n public life to day. One of them told me
that Dodworth’s speeches were the wittiest ever heard 1n
the Union ‘or, I do beheve, anywhere else’, the other
described them as the most closely reasoned And nerther
of these men spoke of Fenning Dodworth as one who
had not lived up to his early promuse They seemed to
pride themselves, rather, on having always forescen his
ascendancy.

Men prominent in public Wife are mostly hard to converse
with They lack small talk, and at the same tune one
doesn’t like to confront them with their own great themes
1 have found that the best way to put them at thexr ease,
to make them expand and glow, 1s to mention Fennung
Dodworth They are 2ll, from their various standpornts,
of one mind about him  Judges think he would have been
an ornament to the Bench, statesmen wish he were 1 the
Cabunet, diplomatists wish he were one of them, and wish
he could be at Tokyo or Pekin or wherever at the moment
his grasp of things in the Far East and his unfaling dislike
of the look of them would be most obyiously mvaluable.
And all these gods console themselves with anecdotes of
his wit—some mordant thing he said years ago, some
equally mordant thing he sad last week 1 remember,’
a Judge will tell you, ‘ one mght at mess on the Northern
Cireutt, somebody said ** 1 call Bosanquet a very Stfong
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because of therr tites. Dodworth was, I believe, the first
publicist to use that magical affix, that somehow statesman-
fike, mysterious, intniguing formula, ‘—And After” In
later years I began to think him narrow n his views, I
became a prey to that sentimentalism from which 11 one’s
schooldays one 1s immune, and ceased to regard the 1deas
of the Liberal Party as perverse. Dodworth as a political
thinker seemed to me lacking 1n generosity, lacking even
(despite his invanable ¢ —And After ') 1n foresight. But
the older T grew, and the less capable of his doctrine, the
more surely did I appreciate hus command of literary form.
Losing the taste which undergraduates have for concetts
and florid graces, I rendered justice to the sombre astnin
gency of Dodworth’s prose. Whatever his theme, what
ever the Liberal Party was in office proposing, or 1n
opposition opposing, hus article was substantially the same
as every other article he had wrtten, but, like some
masterptece 1n music, 1t never palled. With perfect
sobriety and fairness he would state the ‘arguments on
which the Liberal spokesmen had been basing their case ;
he would make these seem quite unanswerable , but then,
suddenly, like a panther crouchmg to spring, he would
pause, he would begin a new paragraph. What are the
facts? The panther had sprung. It was always a great
moment, I usually skipped the forthcoming facts and
went on to the pont where Dodworth worked back to
first principles and histonie parallels and (best of all)
quotations from the mighty dead, He was always very
adept 1n what may be called the suspensive method of
quotation ‘It was written long ago, by one who saw
further and grasped more firmly than 1s given to most men
to see and to grasp, that * the fate of nations 1s 1 the
39 -]
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T. FENNING DODWORTH

phrase Quos deus vult had no meamng. Half educated
readers thought 1t meant ¢ The Lord watch between thee
and me when we are absent one from another” The
arculation fell by leaps and bounds. Advertisers withdrew
their advertisements. Within six months (for the proprietor
was now a Sir, and oafishly did not want to become sone-
thing better) that old-established newspaper ceased utterly
tobe. * This,’ Ithought,  really 15 a set-back for Dodworth.’
I was far from night. The set-back was rather for myself.
I recetved no payment for three ot four of the book-reviews
that I had contributed, and I pad two guneas for my share
of the dinner offered to Dodworth at the Savoy Hotel, and
five guineas towards a portrait of him ‘ 1n o1ls’ by one of
the oldest and worst of Royal Academsctans. This portrait
was presented to him after dinner by our charrman (the
Prime Whituster of that time) 1n a speech that would have
been cloying 1f 1t had been more fluent, Dodworth
bandied no comphments, This was a private occasion, and
he lived up to hus reputation of bemng privately as caustic
about his friends as he was publicly about his foes. He
‘twitted” tus friend the Prime Mimster with one thing
and another, reducing that statesman and the whole
company to paroxysms of appreciation . .. ‘ Qur chair

man has said that he will continue to do what m hum hes
to help the cause that we all have at heart (hear, hear).
Well, wherever there 1s a cause there 15 also an effect
(laughter). I hope that the effect 1n this instance will be
of the kind that we all desiderate (much laughter), I do
not say that st will be, I only say I hope that 1t wdl be
(hysterscs).” I wish I could recall more of what Dodworth
satd, Every one agreed that he was m his best vewn and
had never been more pungent,

ot
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T. FENNING DODWORTH

Bannerman ‘ a Party once great ’ cast off what old remnants
of decency had clung to it. Mr. Lloyd George composed a
Budget. The Lords rejected 1t. Mr. Asquith mntroduced
the Parliament Bill. Those were stirring times; and
during them, as 1t scemed to me, Dodworth was greater,
aye ! and happer, than he had ever been. Constitutional
ponts and precedents had always lam very near to his
heart. In them he had always both publicly and privately
abounded. Fis dishike of the look of things in the Far
East had never been more than skin-deep. Such themes
as the Reform Bill of 1832 had ever touched hum to far
finer 1ssues. The fiscal problems rased by Mr. Chambez-
lam, strongly though he had backed Mr. Chamberlan’s
solution of them, had left 1n abeyance what was best 1n
fum. The desirability of ennching some nich manu-
f; cannot be exp d 1n the grand manner. Mr.
Asquith’s desire to limit the Lords’ veto was a worthy
theme. Month followed month. I soon fost count of
Dodworth'’s articles, ¢ The Assault on the Constitution—
And After,’ * The Betrayal—And After,” * The End of All
Things—And After,’ are the only three that I recall.
Enough that he was at s best 1 all of them, and ended
every one of them with the inference that Mr. Asquith
(one of his staunchest though most reluctant admurers)
was mad.

I had the good fortune to meet him constantly in those
days of crisis I hardly know how this was I did not seek
him out. It seemed symply that he had become ubiquitous.
Maybe hus zest had multiphied him by 100 or so, enabling
him to be 11 as many places at once. He looked younger,
He talked more quickly than was his wont, though with an
elocution as impeccable as ever. He had none of those
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T. FENNING DODWORTH

satisfied wath thewr morele, and bewng very caustic about the
enemy ; but st may be doubted whether he, whose spell
had never worked on the man in the street, was fully
relished by the men 1n the trenches, Non omm omma.
Colonel Dodworth was formed for sticcesses of the more
exqusite kind, I think the Minstry of Information erred
m suppostng that s article, * Pax Butanmca—And After,’
would be of immense use all the world over. But the error
was a generous one, The article was translated into tharty

seven foreign languages and fifty-eight foretgn dialects

Twelve milion coptes of 1t were printed on hand woven
paper, and these were despatched 1n a sertes of spectal
trams to a southern port. The Admuralty, at the last
moment, could not, supply transport for them, and the
local authorities complained of them that they blocked the
dock, The matter was referred to the Mimstry of Recon-
struction, which purchased a wheat-field twenty miles
1nland and erected on 1t a large shed of concrete and steel
for the reception of Dodworth's pamphlets, pending
distrsbutton.  Thus shed was neatly fimshed at the morment
when the Armustice was signed, and 1t was finished soon
after, Whether the pamphlets are i 1t, or just where they
are, I do not know. Blame whom you will, [ care not.
Dodworth had even in the War another of lis exquisite
successes.,

Yet I am glad for lum that we have Peace. At first I
was afraid 1t nught be bad for tum. We had been promised
a new world ; and to that, though he had come so well
through the War, I feared he would not be able to adjust
hunself. ‘The new world was to be, 1n many respects,
rather dreadful—a bemgn 1 but stll a catact
and Dodworth perhaps ot to be found wn any of hxs
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T. FENNING DODWORTH

return to St. Stephen’s implied for me the obsolescence of
such men. T asked him what he thought, from a tactical
standpotnt, of the hine recently taken by the Independent
Liberals. ‘I am afraid,’ he said, * there 1s not much hope
for these Adullamites without a Cave.) This phrase he
may not have comned on the spur of the moment, But,
even so, how extraordsnarily good | It's wicked, 1t’s unyust,
1t hurts, but-—1t seems to me even more delicious than his
description of Gladstone 1n '86 as ‘a Moses without a
Pisgah.” I thuk he was pleased, 1n hus queer dry way, by
my delght, for he said he would send me 2 copy of his
forth g book—a sel from the political artscles
written by him since hus earliest days, He had not, he said
{quoting, T think, from his preface), intended to resuscitate
these ephemerz. The 1dea was not tus but ——'s (he
named the head of an listoric firm of publishers). The
book will be out next month, and will include that most
recent of his articles, ‘A Short Shrift for Sinn Fein—
And After.' It will be * remaindered,’ of course, 1n a year
or s0, but will meanwhile have taken an honoured place
1n every eminent man’s hibrary, By the way, I had feared
that Mr, Lioyd George, with his Celuc rather than classic
mind, made a break in the long line of Prime Ministers
who have rated Dodworth highly. T am glad to hear that
at a dinner held somewhere the mght before last he
impulsively rose and proposed Dodworth’s health, recall-
ing that when he himself was a bare legged, wild eyed,
dreamy lhittle lad on the Welsh mountamns he read every
word of Fenning Dodworth’s earlier arficles as they came
out, and had never forgotten them (applause}. Since those
days he had met Dodworth many a time 1n the valley and
got some resounding whacks (laughter). But he always
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A NOTE ON THE EINSTEIN
THEORY
1023

It 1s said that there are, besides Dr, Emstein himself,
only two men who can clatm to have grasped the Theory
m full. T eannot claim to be esther of these, But I do
know a good thing when I see 1t ; and here 15 a thing that
Is llent 1n 1ts kind 1cally flent 1 a kind
that 1s stself hagh, When I think of rays being deflected
by gravity, and of parallel lines at long last converging so
that there 1sn't perhaps, after all, any such thing as Infinity,
Idraw a very deep breath mndeed. The attempt to conceive
Infinity had always been quite arduous enough for me.
But to 1magine the absence of 1t , to feel that perhaps we
and all the stars beyond our ken are somehow cosily
(though awfully) closed 1n by certam curves beyond which
1s nothung ; and to convince myself, by the way, that this
exterior nothing 15 not (in virtue of deng nothing) some
thing, and therefore . . » but I lose the thread.

Enough that T never lose the thrl It excites, 1t charms
me to think of elderly great mathematicians of this and
that nation packing their portmanteaus whenever there 15
to be a solar eclipse, and travelling over land and sea to
the Lick Observatory, or to some hardly accessible
mountam top 1n Kamskatka, and there testing, to the best
of therr power, the soundness or unsoundness of the
tremendous Theory. So far, the weather has not been very
favourable to these undertakings Nature, who 15 proud
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NOTE ON EINSTEIN THEORY

by some homely lirle nadent. Newton and the apple,
Copernicus and the whipping top, James Watt and the
kettle. But Emstern and——?2 Poor Emstetn !

Men of his magmtude are not awid of populanty?
True ; but this does not mean that populanty would be
disagreeable to them. When the newspapers were trying
to make Relativity 2 household word, 1 read an account of
Emstetn, written by one who knew him, and enhanced by
a photograph of hum. A very human person, I gathered ;
far from stand off 1sh ; a player of the fiddle ; the constant
smoker of a large pipe ; 2 genral, though thoughtful, criic
of current things. I liked hus views on education. Why
all this forcing of a child’s memory? Memory—a matter
of little moment. Let the child be taught to see, and to
think, for ttself. And let every child be taught a trade.
And * after all,’ said Enstein, dismissing tustion, * the best
thing 1n the world 1s a happy face.” It was clear from the
photograph that hus own face was 2 happy one. But I
discerned 1n 1t a certamn wistfulness, too—the wistfulness
of a thorough good fellow whose work somehow repels
the attention of that good fellow, the average man, My
heart went out to hum. I wished T could help um, And
now, I think, T can. Hark!

Yesterday afternoon I was walking on the coast-road
from Rapallo to Zoaglh when I saw approaching 1n the
distance a man of strenuous gait, and of aspect nerther
Ttalian nor English, His brow was bare to the breeze ; and
as he drew near I percerved the brow to be 2 fine one ;
and as he drew nearer still 1 percewved the face to be a
very happy one—with just a hunt 1n 1t of wistfulness, which,
however, vanished at my words, ' Dr. Einstein, T presume?’
He clapped a cordial hand on my shoulder ; he treated me
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NOTE ON EINSTEIN THEORY

laughed ; but I did ; and Schultz went ot 1n some anger.
It was dawn when I rose from the firestde. The fire had
long ago burnt stself out, and I was stiff with cold. But
my mind was all a glow with the basic principles of
Relattvismus,”

‘The world,’ T sad quietly, ‘shall hear of this, Dr.
Emnstein.”
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A STRANGER IN VENICE
1906.

It may have been the sun that woke me ; but I think
1t was the silence. In London the motor-omnibuses rattle
and hoot vainly : my ears are mnured to that din. In the
country the birds ‘call’ me, punctually enough. But
there are no singmng birds in sea gurt Veruce, and no traffic
to di for the Lond his d lullaby ; nor,
indeed, 15 there any noise whatsoever, except the lapping
of water against walls ; and to hear that susurrus you need
to be awake and intently listening. Thus, little by little,
a queer emptiness ntrudes 1tself into your slumbers, and
anon you open your eyes to see what 1s the matter, All’s
well,

In the country the birds, 1n an ordinary city the traffic,
would rmportune you to be up and competing with your
fellows, to lose no time, to survive among the fittest. But
the stlence that 1n Venice wakes you does not rouse you.
Whatever the hour of the morning, there seems no more
reason for you to nise than there would be 1n the dead of
mght. Here 1s the dead of day. The sunlight 1s yellow
moonlight, And you, but that you are wide awake, are
Endymon. . . .

I lay as still as he, 1dly wondering how the Venetians had
once contrived to found an empire. For surely empire-
butlding mnvolves early nising? And here was I, who had
arrived overmight, so bereft of impulse that I was loth to
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

Therr belated outcome was that I found myself, quite
suddenly, face to face with the door from which I had
sssued. It was not less suddenly, a few munutes later,
that I was confronted by S. Mark's, But this time I said
nothing. Indeed, I should not envy the soul of one who
at first sight of such strange loveliness found anything to
say.

Magnificent 1s what Ruskin wrote about it—magmficent
1 thythm and colour, and having 1n itself much of the
very quality that 1s 1 this work of Byzanune artificers.
But even 1t, with all the great glow of 1t, does not describe
its theme, Read 1t before you have seen S. Mark's : you
do but admure the language. Read 1t after » 1ts inadequacy
frets you, Ruskin himself must have fretted—none more
posgnantly than that very humble great man. But one thing
at least—one thing very near to the heart of 2 man wnting
about what he [oves—Ruskin had achieved. He had proved
his love. How can I, who am no poet, prove mine 2 I must
ask you to take 1t on trust. I loved S. Mark's. Hamlet
sad precisely the same thing about Ophelia; and there
has never ceased to be a hot academc debate as to whether
he was speaking the truth. In a sceptic world, evidence
of love 1s demanded. . . . Well, then, for me the church
had hardly the effect of a building ; of a garden, rather;
an Eastern garden that had been by some Christtan muracle
petrufied just when the flowers were fadng, so that its
beauty should last forever to the glory of Christ, and of
S. Mark, But Mohammed had walked there, and tus spirt
haunts 1t yet, ranging from dome to dome, from corntce
to cornice, unafraid of the Samnt’s own lion which, haloed,
mounts golden guard n the midst, against a starred blue
ackgrowad ; and ome alatost wonders that among those
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

the generations of human creatures that have 1n the mean
time shifted and fleeted across the piazza, and of the
generations unborn on which those images, from thesr
arches and niches, will still be gazing. . .. *Justas it ss
now’? Surely, S. Mark’s has a sombre grandeur that we
muss in Bellim’s picture of 1t. There was more gliding
then, and Time had but just begun to soften with his
master-hand the colours of the stones. But even then
S. Mark’s cannot have been merely gay, as we see 1t here.
Nobly solemn it must have been from the outset. And
gay, too, delicately gay, 1t will be to the end of tume, And
1t 15 this very fuston that no pamter whose work 1s known
to me has ever compassed. Mr., Walter Sickert shows to
us, darkly, the g and grandeur, as 11 a dream~—the
sort of dream that may have often visited the slumbers of
Sir Chnstopher Wren. Mr. Sickert might almost be
suspected of having brought London awr with hum; and,
as being a modern of moderns, he 1s less immediately con-
cerned with the object 1 front of hun than with the arr
between fum and it. Yet no diffusion of London air 1n
the Piazza could really rob S Mark's of 1ts gatety ; stull
less can a mere Venenan twilight. And no brilliancy of
Venetian sun at noon, such as was chosen by Bellini, can
rob S. Mark’s of 1ts mysterious solemnity.

Some day, perhaps, some patnter will achieve here lus
double task. Even so, the lovers of the facade wnll not be
satisfied. A panter, just a3 he must choose one kind of
light, must pitch his easel on one special spot. But we,
the irresponsible, do not stand still : we shuft from point
to pomnt ; and at our every step the fagade changes* 1t 1s
alive. The sun shifts, too, causing yet other lively
vassapons  How should 2 presentment from any one
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

and claim all your gaze. Two on esther side of the arch,
each mclining fus head 2 little towards hus fellow (with
somethung of the perfunctonly conversational air of stage
courtiers making an entrance or an exit), they paw the ar
deltcately, haughtily, with a thorought ¢

of theiwr strength and beauty. They make one feel very
small, very common ; and even the sun has an anxious,
servile fook as he burmshes such gilding as remams on
thetr breasts and flanks. You can see they do not consort
with the little images around them They keep themselves
to themselves, as the phrase 1s. They have no allegiance
to S. Mark, and are as magmficently pagan as they were
on the day when they left the Grecian workshop where
they had been fashtoned, to be rased upon the sumnut of
an arch of impersal Rotme.

Nero wrote an ode to them. But odes perish, and
empires perish; and duly the glorious team entered
Constantinople, at the call of Theodosius, and there abode
through eight centuries. Enrico Dandolo claimed and
took them, first frusts of Jus victory, for Vemce. It 15 the
fate of such beauty as theurs to be ‘ moved on *—on to the
perthelion,  Lattle wonder such creatures as they grown
vain, heartless. The sun waxed over the Venetian Republic,
and waned ; and these horses awaited 1n the twilight the
conqueror, the claimant. He came., They saw lum
Exquisitely, insolently, they pawed the air, pretending not
to see hum—the little squat man who, with his hands
behind him and hs feet planted far apart, stared up at
them and, with the air of 2 mullionatre ordering a meal 1n
a noted foreign restaurant, said, ‘Je les prends’ Up
went the scaffolding, and down they came, and over the
Alps they went rejoicing, to be the glory of Versailfes.
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

of the Capitol at Washington, Yes, 1t1s there that they will
arr themselves—for a while, And afterwards, where? In
the mudst of some yellow race, maybe. All empires perssh,
But perhaps our planet will last long enough for some of
the dead ones to mse again, Who knows but that in the
fullness of tume these horses will agam be overlooking
Rome, their birthplace 2

After I had paid my homage to these horses, I would go
astde to that little estrade of marble, whose steps are
guarded by two lions. For them I had a real fondness
They are not large nor beautiful, Nobody seems to know
the date of them Nobody, indeed, seems to care  Except
by small boys, who sometimes ride on their backs and kick
them, they are coldly ignored. Napoleon, I wager, hardly
paused to glance at them. And what a sigh of relief they
must have heaved when he passed them by ! For they are
very Venetian, these two ; Venetian to the core. That 15
why T used always to visit them after the horses. I felt
that they had hearts. They remembered Venice as she was
mn the zemth of her power, and had watched her decline
and fall, but never had faltered 1n love of her. Generations
of small Venetian boys have kicked them heartily, so that
their sleek coat of tawny matble has been much worn
away, and exssts only 1 patches ; the rest of them 15 a
gritty white, At a distance they mught be mustaken for
Staffordshire ware Vet they never murmur, Most of the
other lions 1n Venice stand high and safe, venerable, on
some eminence, and have haloes behind their manes, and
spreading wings on their shoulders, and hold between
thetr paws a scroll inscribed with the words of the blessing
that Christ gave to Mark, their master, Some of them,
even, have Doges kneeling to them 1n homage, supplicating
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A STRANGER IN VENIGE\ L7

5

seen a live 1mitation Lion ; and thenceforth, znd\élwa;s\ n
that day and 1n that place, such lions abounded ;\ﬁ g
of them, at least, was there on that day 1n the year of grace
1906,

Nowhere 1n Venice 1s 2 more Venetsan thing than this
Iittle, melancholy shabby Campo ; this work of so many
peniods ; this garment woven by so many cunmng weavers,
and worn threadbare, and patched and patched agan, and
at length discarded. Few people, and they poorest among
the poor, live here now, One can hardly imagine that the
well-head was ever open, ever gossiped around, Shutters
wterpolated 1z del Gothie d are 1d
on their hinges; shutters that seem hardly incongruous
now that they have been blistered by so many summers,
and are so faded and so crazy. Piteous 15 the expression
of gaunt misery on the fagade of the church, The old low
building that straggles away from beneath the tower and
1s railed off from the pavement, was once a nunnery, the
richest of all the nunnenies 1 Vemuce A seatinel stands
at 1ts door ; and now and again a soldier passes m or out,
looking depressed. No chuldren play here. A cat or two
may be seen Iymng about when the sun shines And the
brightlier shines the sun the sadder seems the Campo San
Zaccaria, seemung, indeed, to shrink away from the sun's
rays, like 2 woman who has been beautiful, or hike 2 woman
who 15 4,

Yet I think the place would not have thrown such a spell
on me 1n 1ts time of grandeur. Time was when always the
greatest servants of the Venetian Republic were faid to rest
here. Always on Easter Day the Doge came, 1 remem
brance of a favour done to Venice by the nuns of San
Zaccana  Capped and canopied he came, mighuly, with a
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

imagmne ¢ the demutre, angelic, very small bride, with her
downcast eyes ; and the rapt, angelic bridegroom, with eyes
upturned and ltps parted, down on his delicate hands and
pred knees, by the well-head ; and the whole pretty throng
of serried figures around these two. One can imagine the
picture, but not, alas f see st, It was stolen from the church
of San Zaccaria, and, like the devil who tempted
Sebastiano's bride, has never been seen agatn,

It 15 a far cry from this century to the fifteenth, But
Venice, 1n the long nterval, has stood stdl, Time and her
enemies have been active. It 1s they who have changed
her. She has submutted. But one would say that what has
not been taken from her she has quietly kept. In her
prime, she sucked the blood of the East, and the draught
was sedative, Somethung of the essental immutabdity of
the East 1s hers beneath all the changes that Time and her
enemyes have wrought on her. It seemed to me not so very
strange, on Michaelmas morning, to see mumicked 1n all
simple earnestness the action of Sebastiano Morosini,

My Venetian friends had laughed, told me there was no
chance of seeing any such thing  But I, with an obstinacy
foreign to my natute, rose very early on Michaelmas
morming, and went to my beloved Campo If any bride-
groom came, he would not care to have tourist’s eye on
him. So I posted myself well within the shadow of the
arch where the Doge was murdered. . . A fool’s errand
1t seemed to be, after I had waited half an hour or 50, and
I (determined to say nothung of the matter to my Venetian
friends) was on the pomt of gotng away, when through
the other gateway, came a small party of peasants, all i
their Sunday best. There were six of them—two muddle-
aged men, two middle aged women, and a young man, and
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

To me there was nothing piteous 1n that period of
Venices hustory which we call ‘the decadence '—that
period of which Ruskin could not trust himself to speak,
so great was his sorrow, hus horror. To hum ‘ the decadence’
was not inevitable s had Venice not given way to * the sin
of pride’, had she remamed simple and prous, she need
not have lost her power., Ruskin felt that had he been
alive he mught have saved her, And his wrath agaimnst ker
was as vivid as though he had been preaching in S Mark's
five centuries or so befote the publication of ‘ The Stones
of Vemce,! Tt was the moral fervour 1 Ruskin that gave
such imtensity to his noble style. By reason of 1t he 1s,
just as a writer, worth a hundred or so of merely philosophic
gentlemen ltke you and me, It narrowed hum, as a thinker,
and put him agam and again in the wrong But how
glortously wrong and narrow was ke ! And, when he was
right, how divinely ! I wish we were a little bke hum  To
us, the merely philosophic, Vence's ¢ decadence’ was a
thing that could not have been avorded A great cty or
nation 13 like a human being: sooner or later 1t must
decline ; no ehixir can save 1t, And on the * decadence’ we
can look back quite calmly, appreciaung what n 1t was
graceful and deligheful

And to me, as I have suggested, the fall of Venice was
not 1n her loss of power, but in her loss of gaiety She
seemed to have been most truly accomplishing her destiny
1n the days when she gave herself over to be * the masque
of Ttaly > The esghteenth century was for me her perihelion
And 1t was the petiod that most readily evolved itself. The
figures from Carpaccio, from Bellint, would come at call.
But the figures from Guard: and Longh: were there
uninvited® Cloaked and hooded and masked, there they
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

apply 1t, with an equal sense of having said the correct
thing, to the whole of farry-land. Unreal, certanly, Venice
seems But her unreality 1s as of a dream, not as of any
décor that could be devised by a showman. Often I felt
afraid that I was actually dreaming. You know what 1t 1s
to awake excited by the consciousness that a profound 1dea
has just passed through your mind. You recapture 1t, and
{o! 1t’s nonsense. Often in Venice I feared just such
another disilluston Impalpable Vemtce! Fral wviston !
Was 1 not presently to awake and find that I had been
dreaming of—Brighton? the whole delicate network of
alleys, all these campt and campanils, would they not anon
vanish, with the very archipelago from which they had
been conyured, into the water or the air ?

I had often been assured that Vemce was * quite sposlt
now.” And I daresay that for any one revisiting her after
the lapse of many years there might be shocks There are
steamboats on the Grand Canal. Thete are cinematograph
shows 1 the Ridotto, There are more factory chumneys
than of yore, when you look back from the lagoon Oh,
yes; the old friends of Venice find plenty to growl at.
And T, twenty years or so hence, shall be growling with
the best of them, no doubt, and wondering at the innocent
rhapsodies of some newcomer. But he 1s hikelier to be nght
than 1. To one who has known and loved a plzce 1 past
years, even improvements are offensive, Not that more
steamboats and more factory chimneys would be an
improvement. I regret, on principle, those which are
already there. But I deny that they really matter. Such s
Venice's beauty that things ugly in themselves do not
stand out the uglier by contrast they are absorbed into
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

n patches, and with the clear green water lapping and
sapping their foundations. See how time has thinned with
rust the wron bars of fhe windows, and with dust has
thickened the cobwebs! Soon it will be hard to know
which are the bars, which the cobwebs. . . . I think 1t
must have been there, mn this palace, that lived that strange
couple, the Misses Bordereau. Perhaps the younger Miss
Bordereau 1s stll iving, still there., No, there can only be
ghosts behind those shutters, See, on the walls yonder,
that faint blur of colours—yellow and purple. Can st ever
have been a fresco? It can never have been lovelier. And
yonder, see how blithely, among all this decay, the vine
renews 1ts youth | But who will pluck the grapes? Ghosts
do not eat grapes.

Musing 1n some such wise, I would turn away from the
parapet, and from the contemplation of sunlit death, and
pass over into the shadows where hfe was. They are
ravines, these alleys. The biue strip far overhead mrght
be an awning, so very faunt 1s the light down here. Comng
straight from the sunshine, one can hardly see, and 15 apt
to collide with the inhabitants. * Prano, Signore,” said an
aged pedlar with whom I had clumsily collided, *Who
are you a shoving of 2 ' 1s of course what he ought to have
said, and would have said had he recesved the advantage
of an Englsh education. But they are a quiet, soft-
speaking Iot, these poor Venettans, Even when they
quarrel—a thing which they seem to do often, and with
great intensity—it 1s a greater lesson 1n good manters than
2 breach of good manners to stand and watch them. Nesther
of the two parttes to the quarrel raises hus voice ; and neither
nterrupts the other: each takes hus turn at reviling and
listenung, With the utmost veloctty and variety of gesture
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

Subjection, oriental subjection, 15 the note of these women.
The men are orientally predominant. They carry them
selves with a certain grave pride, 1n mmpressive contrast
with the grave meekness of the women.

I do not say that these Venetians seem less happy than
the people one sees 1n the streets of London. Indeed,
despite the fact that they are not, as their ancestors were,
rulers of the sea, disporting themselves 1n the centre of a
tremendous and soul stirring empire, they seem to contrive
somehow to Jook happier than we, who are so much in the
movement. Often, passing through the streets of London,
1 have wondered what on earth the mhabitants would look
like 1f they had no longer the thought of their pre-eminence
to sustain them. Perhaps individual happmess 1s rather a
matter of chimate than of collective renown The Venetians
are despised by the rest of Italy as a feckless people. They
have no mndustries Some glass 15 made 1n Murano, some
lace 15 made 1n Burano, but 1n Vemce itself nothing 13
made, and no one seems to know what the factory chimneys
are there for. The Venetians get a little out of the foretgners,
and, for the rest, take 1n one another’s washing, and trust
to S, Mark, ‘Parasitt’ they are called by the rest of
Italy. Yet they seem to respect themselves, and, 1n their
way, 1 these quiet, dark, very clean alleys, seem to be
rather an enviable than a despicable race. 1 took always
great pleasure in passing among them, and then out again
nto 3 sudden burst of sunshine, and some new enchant-
ment, and across another bridge, mto the shadows of other
alleys, or 1nto the yet deeper, cooler shadows of San this
or Santa that

Venice plays havoc with one’s sense of tume, and I know
not at all how many days of enchanted dawdiing 1 had
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

the romantic Venetian, a part of the magical Jand seascape ,
and they to me were ordinary English tourssts, comng to
Venice for the first tume, with that 11 thetr eyes which had
gone from mine Yes, I would go away to morrow
morning 1 would go toPadua  And next morning 1 went

When 1 emerged from the radway station of Padua, 1
was confronted by three very strange and terrible monsters
with gaping jaws I let my luggage be thrown, as a sop,
to one of them, but I refused to be swallowed personally
They were but hotel ommbuses But T had forgotten, in
Venice, that such things extsted I had forgotten what 1t
felt like to drive 1 would rather walk

The way to the town was along 2 wide road with tram
Itnes through a flat and barren landscape  The road seemed
to ‘give * alarmungly at every step, so accustomed was I
now to treading on marble

What was that tall, square brown bulding yonder?
A factory, 1 supposed But why that large hole through
1, from the ground upwards? And why did the building
stand 1n the muddle of the road? Because, as I presently
realised, 1t was a gateway Whenever m the future I
should fook out from the window of a raway carriage
on my way from London to the country, I should be able
to 1magine that the factories clustered near the line were
Romanesque gateways, not hives of human drudgery

T passed quickly on  What was this? Another gate
way? No, this must be a factory No 1t was a church
How oppressive 1t was, this vast, square surface of unfaced
bricks, this sad thing that had stood for centuries unfinished,
this amorphous, dead bulk ! I passed quickly on  Coming
to a bridge, I paused, from force of habit, to gaze down
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

the Via Otto Febbraio, A strange setting for an old jewel
~thus street of big blatant shops with plate-glays windows !
(In Vemce all the shops had been so tiny, so modest.)
My eye was caught by a break in these shops, and by what
I toak to be a small mustc-hall. It looked new and
prosperous. [ nught go there this eveming. , , . It was
the unwversity.

I turned down a side-street, under an arcade. All the
sude-streets seemed to be arcaded ; and yes, they were
picturesque ; but how heavy, how coarse, 11 comparison
with—no ; 1t was not fair to make that comparson. I
quoted to miyself the last two lnes of ‘Veneza,' an
emotional sonnet which I had once read in an American
magazine :

Let other aities with each other vie ,
Venena 13 sui generis

But you remember the little boy who was taken for a while
to hive with the fairies, and how hard and how vainly, when
he came home again, he tried to forget them. 1, too, had
lived with the fairies.

I tried to kafl time. But ttme 1s a hydra. For every
quarter of an-hour that you kill, up crop several others.
Would the sun never set? Would dinner.tyme never
come ?

I dined, at length, 1n a gansh restaurant, wath horrible
art-nouveay figures of the months frescoed on the cerling
(twelve months 1n Padua {), and I batterly thaught of the
morrow. The watter advised me to visit the Teatro
Ganbaldt. There was a new piece by Signor Borsetti.
1 was 1n a mood to clutch at straws.

The curtan had not yet nisen. But there was a prelimunary
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A STRANGER IN VENICE

I laughed aloud to myself, remembering my solemn
academic theory about the dangers of sufficiency. Ilaughed
to think that I had solemnly acted on this theory—prnig and
fool that I had been ! Well, I had come to my senses. I
could afford to laugh now. But why wouldn’t the train go
faster ¢

At last we were crossing the lagoon. And presently I
was quit of the railway statton, and out on the canal
There were scarves of clouds across the moon, and Venice
looked more than ever visionary in that fant twabght, I
felt not as though I had come to her 1n her sleep, but as
though she, a viston, had come to me m mune ; as though
she, not I, were the ‘ revenant.” Was I truly awake ? Yes,
1t was Venice that was sleeping. And * Piano, gondoliere,”
Isaid. ‘ Lentamente . . . Prano . . .
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THE SPIRIT OF CARICATURE
1901

LasT mght, very vividly, I dreamed a most preposterous
dream.

On the pillowed verge of sleep, I had been propounding
to myself an old vexatious question : Why 1s trute canicature
so rare and so unpopular 1 England? The delictous art
of exaggerating, without fear or favour, the peculianties of
thss or that human body, for the mere sake of exaggeration
—why can 1t not be naturaiised among us? A certan
Ttalian artsst did, indeed, tn the late 'sixties, come and tey
to force 1t on us. Awhile, from hum, we had true caricatures
We did not take kindly to them We thought them offensive
and ‘ not like.) The pressure of our English atmosphere
gradually overbore that temerarious alien, Before the close
of the ‘seventies he had begun to draw caricatures of a
muld and gentl ly kind, ble to the pibil
of 2 mild and gentlemanly nation. He was succeeded by
one who frankly eschews the art of camcature, to the
gratification of every ome, and does always a charming
portrait, with a playful touch adventured here and there
1f lus sitter be not very emunent, nor very ugly, nor of
noble bmb ‘There are others—men of wit, accomplished

ho design symbolical cartoons or make
rough sketches with the purpose of ridiculing the members
of one or other of the two great polical parties, In them
caricature comes of a moral smpulse. It 1s not the sheer
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THE SPIRIT OF CARICATURE

with a view to my acceptance of the post. And here,
sure enough, was the grey-bearded d approach

me. With the horrible impotence of the dream-stricken,
T was unable to run away. Vamly I strove to warn them
off. Vamly I was arguing with them. I was pomting out
to them that Pellegrint was a great executant, that my own
technique was so vague as to disqualify me for the honour
thrust upon me. They replied that only the spirit of the
cartcaturist was essential, and that only 1n my work did 1t
burn. Blushing, I demonstrated that the creative artist
was the last person who should be employed as teacher.
Able to do the trick humself, he had no pathetic desire to
see it done by others, ‘ That's how it’s done!’—the
smiling coppuror’s formula—was all he could vouchsafe.
He had no enthusiasm for teaching. The sterile lovers of
an art, they were the proper teachers of 1t. They wanted
to see the trick done, and would see that 1t was done.
’ Besides,” I added, * they alone know fow 1t can be done.
The creattve artist works by instinct . he knows not how,
by what mysuic secret of soul and hand, fus work evolves
stself. He does not care to know He has no theories. He
can formulate no rules. The conjuror could, if he would,
fay bare lus processes, but the artist, never. The only
people who can show how to do things are the people
who cannot do them® * No doubt,” said the spokesman ,
‘ but 1t 13 our national custom to appomnt as teachers the
artssts who have done things. It inspires confidence. False
confidence, no doubt; but stll confidence. *'Then,” I
cried, ¢ our system of art schools 15 a sham ; and I, for one,
will not fatten on 1t.” ‘It 1s a wholesome sham,’ was the
answer, ‘‘The aim of our art schools 1s not {we admit
this 1n confidence) to produce artists, Artists can be
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THE SPIRIT OF CARICATURE

about the futility of tuition by a creattve person 15 really
quite true. However, their reply (that the public loved
such tustion) was equally true. So I need ask no one's
pardon,

As prople do sometimes make passionate demands for
a thing without knowing at all what 1t 15, T was not gong
to assume that my pupils knew the nature of true caricature.
I was gomng to start with my definition ¢ the art of exag-
gerating, without fear or favour, the peculianties of this
or that human body, for the mere sake of exaggeration
I was, then, gong to deal with the two reasons for the
unpopulanty of such portraits—{(d) the impresston that
they 1mply 1n their maker rreverence and cruelty, (5) the
impression that they bear little or no resemblance to their
ongmals. The second impression can hardly be cured
It 15 the result of inherent fack of imagmation Caricature,
as I shall d rate anon, d ds acute 10n
from sts beholders. The first ympression may be gently
argued away. A well-known art ctic once chud me
print because I ‘never hesttated to make a good man
ndiculous® Why should 12 Caricature 1mplies no moral
sudgment on its subject. It eschews any kind of symbolism,
tells no story, deals with no matter but the persshal
appearance of tts subject. Therefore, the ecarrcaturist,
though he may feel the deepest reverence for the man
whom he s drawing, will not make him one jot less
ridiculous than he has made another man whom he despises.
To make the latter ndiculous gives him no moral pleasure .
why should 1t give him any moral pain to make ndiculous
the former ? He imports 1nto his vision of the former
nothing which s not there : why should he subtract any
theng our Jws suston of the dntter? Me pactrays esal
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THE SPIRIT OF CARICATURE

If the sight of Pellegrini’s Disraelt satisfied our hostdity
towards Disraely himself, we should forgive fum all
Indeed, does nothing of the kind happen? Thus theory
of purgation has a dangerous charm for me. I have often
been tempted to atttibute the Romans’ decline 1n fath
to the farr statues of gods and goddesses imported from
Greece by victorious generals, The extraordimary prepon
detance of ugly men among those who have shaped the
world’s history—may it not be due to the chance they
gave to the contemporary cancaturists? No no; let me
be sensible. Cancature never has had moral mfluence
of any kind.

The *chances’ given by uglness{ Do not mssunder-
stand this phrase Do not mustake me to mean that there
15 any such thing as a * good subject ’ or a ‘ bad subject”
for canicature. There are obvious subjects and devious
subjects, A short man 15 2 more obvious subject than a
tall man, for shortness 1s held to be i stself ridiculous,
and thus the unmspired cancatunst will prefer to draw
short men, Most caricaturists, betng unnspiced, have
followed this hine of less resistance ; and thus has arsen
the foolish convention of 2 head invanably bigger than
its body. By the man in the street caricature would
probably be defined as the art of putting a big head upon
a little body. Indeed, so strong ts the convention that it
affected even Pellegrini, Daumier, and other masters.
To you, thoughtful reader, I need hardly pomnt out that
m a carscature of a tall man the head ought to be not
magmfied but diminished  The big head convention wonld
be all very well 1f caticature were no more than wlpnsis Tav
pavdotipwy  But the true art of cancature 13 much more
than that The master of it never discnmnates s sub-
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THE SPIRIT OF CARICATURE

perfect carscature (be it of a handsome man or 2 hideous
or an msipid) must be an exaggeration of the whole
creature, from top to toe  Whatsoever 15 saltent must be
maguatfied, whatsoever 1s subordmnate must be propor
uonately dimimished The whole man must be melted
down, as 1n a cruaible, and then, as from the solution, be
fastnoned anew He must emerge with not one particle
of himself lost, yet with not a particle of humself as 1t was
before And not only must every hine and curve of hum
have been tampered with  the fashion of his clothes must
have been re cut to fit them perfectly His complexion,
too, and the colour of lus hair must have been changed,
sctentifically, for the worse  And he will stand there wholly
transformed, the joy of hus creator, the joy of those whe
are privy to the art of canicature By the unimtiated he
will not be recogmised Caricature, being so drastic
1ts hods, d ds 1n 1ts beholders a keen faculty of
tmagination, as I have said

The perfect caricature 1s not a mere snapshot It s the
outcome of study , 1t 1s the epitome of 1ts subyect s surface,
the presentment {once and for all) of his most characterstic
pose, gesture, expression  Therefore 1 should not advise
any young caricaturist (however quickly perceptive) to
rely on one sight of his subject On the other hand, let
Yum not make oo long a delay, masmuch as too great
familtanity blunts impressions There 15 another golden
rule, which, if he be worth anything at all, he will know
without being told st he must never draw ‘from the
model * While he looks at the model, he 13 bound by
the realties of 1t He sees everything 2s 1t 15 He cannot
suborn his pencil to magmfy or dimumish the proportions,
to add or abate one jot In fact, he cannot begin to canca
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THE SPIRIT OF CARICATURE

surface, with the sumplest means, most accurately exag-
gerates, to the highest point, the peculianties of a human
being, at hus most charactersstic moment, 1 the most
beautiful manner,

Looking back at what I have wntten, I do really think
that my inaugural address to those phantom students
mught have been iluminative. 1 am almost sorry that T
have materalised st i thus essay. So much knack of
exposition and ratiocination as 1t betrays inchines me to
doubt whether my creative power i cancature can be
quite so strong as I had supposed. However. .
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AUBREY BEARDSLE
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and he had all the modern schools of France alNys ﬁnx:q

t1ps. He was 2 good Latin scholar, too, though
had curtailed his schooldays, and he had practically ha
0 teach himself all that he knew. His conversation had
always the charm of scholarship. Though not fess modest
than are most young men, he had strong opimions on most
subjects, and he expressed himself with clear precsion, and
with wit. But he had not the physical strength which 13
necessary to the really great or inspiring talker, With hum,
there was always the pamnful sense of effort, I remember
an afternoon I spent with hum, at hus house 1n Cambridge
Street, soon after The Yellow Book was started. He was
m great form, and showed even more than his usual wit
and animation, as he paced up and down the room, talking,
with all his odd, abrupt gestures, about one thing and
another, about everythmg under the sun, I am a very
good hstener, and I enjoyed myself very much. Next day
I heard that his mother and lis sister and a doctor had
been sittng up with him ull daybreak, He had been seized,
soon after T had left, with a terrbly violent attack of
hzmorrhage, and 1t had been thought, more than once,
that he could not live through the mght, I remember, also,
very clearly, a supper at which Beardsley was present.
After the supper we sat up rather late. He was the [ife
and soul of the party, ull, quite suddenly, almost 1n the
muddle of a sentence, he fell fast asleep in his charr, He
had overstrained his vitality, and 1t had all left hum, 1can
see him now, as he sat there with his head sunk on his
breast; the thin face, white as the gardema in his coat,
and the harshly cut fe 3 the harr, that
always covered his whole forehead 1n a finge and was of sa
curious a cofour—a kind of tortoisesheil; the narrow,
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AUBREY BEARDSLEY

unknown artssts were reproduced. One was a large head
of M by Philip Broughton ; the other, a pastel-
study of a Frenchwoman, by Albert Foschter. Both the
drawings had rather a success with the reviewers, one of
whom advised Beardsley ‘to study and profit by the
sound and scholarly draughtsmanstup of which Mr. Philip
Broughton furmishes another example :n his fambar
manner,” Beardsley, who had made both the drawings
and 1nvented both the signatures, was greatly amused and
dehghted

hile, Beardsley's ack 1od

d drawings pro
duced a large crop of 1m1mtors, both here and 1n America,
Imtators are the plague to which every orignal artist 1s
exposed. They wnflict the wounds which, in other days,
the critics were able to inflict. With the enormous mncrease
of the Press and the wide employment of 1gnorant and
stupid wniters, bad erticism has become so general that
craticsm stself has lost 1ts sting, and the tume when an
artist could be ‘snuffed out by an article’ 1s altogether
bygone. Nowadays, 1t 15 only through his ititators that an
artist can be made to suffer. He sees his power vulganised
and distorted by a hundred apes. Beardsley's Vellow Book
manner was bound to allure mcompetent draughtsmen.
It looked so stmple and so easy—a few blots and random
curves, and there you were, Needless to say, the results
were appalling, But Beardsley was always, in many ways,
developing and modifying his method, and so was always
ahead of his apish retinue, His imutators never got so far
as to attempt hus later manner, the manner of hus Rape of
the Lock, for to do that would have required more patience
and more knowledge of sheer drawing than they could
possibly afford, Suck a desiga as the ‘ Couffing " wheek
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AUBREY BEARDSLEY

bodily sufferings he underwent. Almost to the very last
he was full of fresh schemes for work. When, at length,
he knew that hus life could but outlast a few more days,
he awasted death with perfect resignation. He died last
month, at Mentone, 1n the presence of hus mother and his
sister.

Thus ended this brief, tragic, brithiant hfe. It had been
filled with a larger measure of sweet and bitter expertenice
than 1s given to most men who die tn their old age. Aubrey
Beardsley was famous 1 his youth, and to be famous 1n
one’s youth has been called the most gracious gift that the
gods can bestow. And, unless I am mustaken, he enjoyed
lus fame, and was proud of 1t, though, as a great artest
who had a sense of humour, he was perhaps, a little ashamed
of 1t too, now and then, For the rest, was he happy 1n fus
hfe? I do not know. In a fashion, I thunk he was, He
knew that hes ltfe must be short, and so he lved and
loved every hour of 1t with a kund of jealous intensity, He
had that absolute power of ¢ Irving 1n the moment * which
1 given only to the doomed man~—that kind of self-
conscious happiness, the delight in sull chinging to the
thing whose worth you have only realised through the
knowledge that 1t will soon be taken from you, For him,
as for the schoolboy whose holidays are near their close,
every hour—every munute, even—had sts value, His
drawing, hus compositions 1n prose and 1n verse, hus reading
—these things were not enough to satsfy his strenuous
demandsonlife He was himself an accomplished mustcran,
he was a great frequenter of concerts, and seldom, when he
was in London, did he miss a * Wagner mght * at Covent
Garden. He loved dinmng out, and, tn fact, gaety of any
kind, His restlessness was, I suppose, one of the symptoms
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AUBREY BEARDSLEY

bodily sufferings he underwent. Almost to the very last
he was full of fresh schemes for work. When, at length,
he knew that his ife could but outlast a few more days,
he awaited death with perfect resignation. He died last
month, at Mentone, in the presence of fus mother and hus
ststet.

Thus ended thus brief, tragtc, brillant ife. It had been
filled with a larger measure of sweet and batter experience
than 1s gsven to most men who die 1n their old age, Aubrey
Beardsley was famous 1n hus youth, and to be famous 1n
one's youth has been called the most gracious gift that the
gods can bestow. And, unless I am nustaken, he enjoyed
fus fame, and was proud of 1, though, as a great artist
who had asense of » he was perhaps, a httle ashamed
of it too, now and then. For the rest, was he happy m his
hfe? I do not know. In a fashion, I think he was, He
knew that s life must be shost, and so he lived and
loved every hour of 1t with a kind of jealous intensity, He
had that absolute power of * ltving 11 the moment ' which
15 given only to the doomed man—that kind of self
conscious happiness, the delight n stll chnging to the
thing whose worth you have only realised through the
knowledge that 1t will soon be taken from you For him,
as for the schoolboy whose holidays are near their close,
every hour—every sunute, even—had s value His
drawing, lus composttions in prose and 1n verse, his reading
—these things were not enough to sausfy his strenuous
demandson ife  He was himself an accomphished musician,
he was a great frequenter of concerts, and seldom, when he
was 1n London, did he muss a * Wagner mght ' at Covent
Garden. He loved dining out, and, 1 fact, gatety of any
kind  His restlessness was, I suppose, one of the symptoms

161




aRiw U

4117 gxeg fRe ofy 993 aeaxifes faatel 9 Faa gEemdl o
i war, aftg feadi 5 e3¢0 w7 g 77 N fafga 9 377
I 7 IO AW & WA A S 37 fawlon o v, 9w smar
¥ aiabifrl €1 g Swonfad & & awre o Kar (98w da o
TTHY AY A T &7 9aqe Far @ it @ e @ wsae @, ufare
s w iy 71 7daq & 739 d W A7 ARl 1A 7,
ey S99 3w am Ay fawifer X B wmsemwmwsa T od 9 gn
=il wve 91 & wxAl § fraifaw sfsfafudt voagae P ol
stemfadl &t afm@at # #lT @7 76 F IGW § oF ARG 4T
SIAT 40 weawa fear qav o agft awm-drraaar 3 fadir

fedi %y wirere w1 famr gay 91 w73 @9 o fear war @ ovg Avd
Ty Y 98 Alaw e aaa 7y 1

ARGYPNE-AHIT F W 3 O0THT 999 T R T
TFAGEF | FEO B e vt 7 frw adtad st St A e o,
7 7 7y 7E 1 473 ¥ WeeAEgt T mrw-arediay 4% AT o i v
FA%Y o et @ Faewr ) yfean-dir ax & saw e feor it aEE-
At dy F 94, BN fFar 1wl five 5 owed o owg gfea” §
fawr % 9g #1941 341 gaedos ¥ fam weiens =) wiead & frw v
EHFT FAN ATAEAAF 4717
LT
e et Ut & g A £ St gn arow gav, g Wi

TAANG F Fare FT WG A0 | IuANCG FF wwAlaw A9 & waw
bgega- & w3 Frar war a@n, waq: ag wla @ awa @) 87 1T
ST A€ afaw & #ida & wlw, w1 05 grd-fase) gardy & fwarlmg

. i gy At g1 o & afaam 8F aR i g8 Y
Afez Fe g e on g ez §i ag Al amRai F e h
g1, mevnird % w0 7 fawc 30w feanm 29 agw fafer s R
a1t foar swar & §% and anafadi o0 ooy 5@ § fag o9 gz om
L1 9O A ag FAEETS ®7 § 6 9% 69 FE et g A7 FF
SAR TUN L Q-AEA § 79w 99w AU LA G, I¥ o aar
wptoil & Srov o sy or S wrgw vinn ) P feid



AT &

AR - uae.
3, WIZ-ARANE QAT F GHAA

stERAt-—EHT AFurhE gavd I aRe-SRnE-ataaen
= gers, 1038 WY wEing gAr av. =W wyEw A famed ate &
Sy AT geaeY 9Re B da9 wC Ay 1% 1 59 uae #% fatew Gew ¥
1= fearay, Qate &Y ol B =1 ot @& eang s § @8 9T
T WIEfE T €1 wre FY ge@Ea 18t &1 MIQT & 9w
FETAT T 471

aavy fagua- deng afqdmy 1, S & T afaurrge o
AT o, draar i v gd e B swifae o3y F fan e g
gt w1 fraifor a1 & fagra frstatas a—(2) “wgf oo @
A% eqifaw Jeandl & wwar @ g afewrd g S fmeaq gt &
aa g AT ava Fiweaw ¥ 999 shwmfes wewr w27 ()
AT TR Y FAT A T W A § mis svnd v g
7, (3) AR IER A BleadwR ¥ oafy gaaes swafrar aeg
=iy farrsedl wn, ford f5 mag ov v wmw g afae s
Far wire, faeare, (¥) g w3 & fraer @ falgeitam 1+ arwad &
Faurla® 5% §, a9 @i qra W afad tem am, gww wmeE ¥ @
s g Ty

geq frdaad—(1) a & fageagg wv Eaf T
agd] @i & 9% § T oo w03 Wl aeEl §oaEae B
frmzg A fafew F@0 @, 9% I el & afas § (e
FER T AT @ AR T W 5= § A 77 e wew
= &1 7% 4 T I abwmad AT af7 F avada 7z ffeiie
T A AIGT EU AT ¢

{3) ¥ wrdafes 9 g9t @ aw 9eg FEe =
e & o wanw o Gratbe abme d So-re—gd mw I




A SOCIAL SUCCESS

Tommy
Come! I can't be left to rake all this in | (Persuasively)
Lady Amersham |

Lavy A. (after a shght tremor)
Two cards, Tommy.
[Takes the two cards, utters a httle cry of
relief. ‘Tommy looks at ks own cards.]

Toumy
H'm, I'll stay as T am.

Ducsess
What cards he has | (Looks fondly at him.)

Tommy
Yes, 1t's too bad to ask you all here, and then . . .

Lapy A. (pusfung forward her counters)
I stake my all!

Tommy (with a shrug of the shoulders)
Sorsy. Rase you a fiver. Can't help st.

LapY A. (holding out her hand to her husband)
Two fivers, Jack,

(Lorp AMERSHAM produces banknotes from
pocket-book, and passes them to fus wife,
not taking fus eyes off ToMmmy, whose
hands are below the level of the table.]

Laoy A. (Lays down one note ar table and says to Tommy 3}
There, {Shedoyr dowr 2o athan) See you for 2 Sver
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A SOCIAL SUCCESS

Lapy AMERSHAM row buries her face
in her hands. THe DucHESs gazes up
wn petrified agony to the cetling. ROBEINS
stands with cfun sunk on breast.}

Lorp A. (bringing clenched right hand down on open
palm of left)

And this—this 1s the man we—we've broken bread
with{ This 1s the man we've all of us for the past few
years been calling Tommy till, damn 1t, T hardly remember
his surname, . . . Dixon, that's 1t . . . Dixon the card
sharper,

{4 low wail escapes from Lapy AMERSHAM ]

Emd, my darbing, go and get on your cloak This (with
ancreastng horror) 1s the man I put up for Bains’s—the one
remammng club that nobody can get into—and got him 1n.
You'll send 1n your resignation to mght, sir,

[Roneins utters a groan ]

Tomuy
Don't you tty to bully me! I'm a member of Bans's
and there 1'll stick—till they expel me

Lorp A,

T'll go straight there—Emnid, you can drop me there—
and I'll tell every man in the place (To Tommy) And
there’ll be an end of you /

[Stmultaneously ‘Tommy presses button of
electric bell wn wall befund Fam, Arother
groan from RoBBINs ]
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A SOCIAL SUCCESS

side of the room, with arms folded, look
wg fam up and down. At sound of the
slammed  front door he moves slowly
towards the door of the room, sull
gazing sternly at hus friend, and goes out,
shutting the door after hem Tommy
looks at the door, delightedly clasps hus
hands, beams, looks around, and anon
beguns to prrouette gracefully around the
room. As he reaches the table where the
glasses and decanters are, he stoops
down (facing you), and awily pours
some whisky tnto a tumbler, then some
Apollinaris. As ke does so, the door
opens nowelessly, revealing ROBBINS in
hat and overcoat. ROBBINS gwes a
violent start, strides down the stage. Just
as ‘Tommy raises the tumbler to ks lips
RosaIns from behind grips ks friend’s
wrist with one hand and firmly removes
the tumbler with the other. Tommy,
confounded, returns his stare, ROBBINS,
not relaxing his grip, rases the tumbler
to ks nostnils, smffs ut, looks quickly
round from 1t wnto fus friend’s eyes.]

Roesixs
Arseruc? (He quickly smffs tumbler again, then with
another prercing and probing glance at Tommy) Strychmine 2
(Smff and glance repeated) Hydrochloric? ... Anyhow
« o « (He carefully tnverts the tumbler and spills tts contents
1o the carpet) that's the place for st.
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Tommy
And left me to shuft for myself—yes. It’s that con-
founded unearned increment that has undermined me.
Good-mght, old man. Rising barristers can't afford to
associate with card-sharpers.

Roseins (with a groan)
How long have you been——2 (Gesture to card-table.)

Tommy
Well, as a matter of fact, to-mght was my début

Roseins {throws back head, and sighs deeply)

When 1 think of the splendid social position you'd
made for yourself—made without effort—the great houses
you had the run of—the great people and the gay and
noble who . .. To-mght, when I heard the Duchess
calling you * Tommy * . . , Charmung woman, the Duchess
(meditatively removes hat from head). It was very good of
you to ask me to mght, Tommy. . .. And Lord and
Lady Amersham—what charming people ! The best type
of our old English——

Tommy
You're becotmng maudlin, old boy.

Rossins
Ah, Tommy, I can't take those people so lightly as you
do. Perhaps that's the reason why they never seem to
follow me up. ... When I think of you dragging out a
miserable existence in some shady foreign watering-
place . . .
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1n a shady foretgn watering-place that you've found in the
pages of Thackeray—nonsense { I shall stay just where
Tam,

Rosaixs
And face the music? Tommy, [ shall stand by you.

Tommy (with a queer look)
That's the worst of old friends—no shaking 'em off {

RoseINs
Tommy !

Tommy
I'm sorry. (Lays hand on Ropeins' shoulder) I don't
mind old friends Hang it, no: I don't want to be a
hermtt, Freedom l—that's all I wanted. And now (fltngs
wide Rus arms, gazing up beatifically) I've got 1t

Roneins
Freedom? Of course there'll be no question of gaol.
But to be publicly branded, as. . . . Freedom? Freedom
from what?

Tommy
Why, from the whole cursed dog’s-life I've been leading.
Freedom to sit down cosily and lead my own life, Tran-
quillity, independence, quiet fun, Books. Pipes. D'you
know, Robbins, 1 haven’t been able to settle down to a
book stnce . . . heaven knows when , . . ever since I
got caught up mto that infernal social merry-go round.
To nmipht I've jumped off. Jolly neatly, too, Pleasing air

of finality about the whole thing.
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Rozeins
Soctety as 1t 15 called P Socety 15 Soctety. And—surely
there are other ways of getting out of st than . . ,

Tommy
No, there aren’t

RosBINS
You could have gone away—settled quietly down m the
country—Cornwall—

Tommy
But I love London. Not a drop of Cornish blood 1n my
vewns. Never happy away from London. Never do get
away from 1t properly. It’s tn my bones.

RosBaINs
Well, what was to prevent you from leading a quiet life
here 1 London, sf you really wanted to?

Tommy
Ab, there speaks the man who 1sn't a soctal success !

RoesiNs
You needn’t temmnd me of that.

Tommy
My dear chap, I'm only congratulating you. . .. A
socual success 1s a man who can’t call s soul hus own.
Might as well be a trapped rabbst, Better. Agony not so
prolonged Moment he shows his face—' Can you lunch
to morrow ¢ ' If he stays at hame * Trr-tre-ter * ¢ telephone
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Foresgn Office teception, I pretended to be drunk, Nota
soul there but refused to see anythung at all strange about
me. There was a time when I used to sit 1n the bow-
window of Bains's, wearing a motor-cap and a frock coat.
They all admired my splendid moral courage. My dear
fellow, T've tried scores of ways. This (gesture to card-
table) was the only way out. Desp remedy ? Dy

disease. And here 1 am—cured. (Fimushes his whisky and
Apollinaris) By the way Y'm sorry about Bains’s. I should
like to have got you in.

Rosrixs (gloomuly)
Oh, 1 should never have got .

Tommy {consolingly}

No.
RoppIns
Then why did you put me up ?
Tommy

Well, you were always saymg you'd like me to, And
~—there 1t was , my amuability again, Unable to say ‘ No’,

Roprins (nods fus head, sinks down on to edge of arm-

char, and heaves a deep sigh)

1 had often wandered—forgive an old friend’s frank-
ness—what 1t was that people saw 1 you I've always
Jiked you, But why should every one else? * Tommy '~
* Tommy ' to every one. Nobody ever called me Harry.

Tommy
Is your name——er—Henry 2
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RorpINs
Do I understand that you were in the habit of behaving
dishonoutably ?

Tommy
Oh, no, Only, I'm the sort of fellow who happens to
be attractive to—1 know 1t sounds fatuous—but attractive
to—well, to the sillier sort of women, don’t you know ?

RosBINS
Married women?
Tommy
Well, lots of silly women get married. There's no

s But not 1ly married
wommen (waves hus hands vaguely), Widows, Al kinds,

RospINs
All widows?

Tommy
The sillier sort of widows—like the Duchess,

Roepixs (rusing from arm-charr)
You really mean that the—there was a chance of your
becoming a—a sort of Duke ?

Tommy
I think there was a sort of danger. May have been, , . .
One never knows whete one 1s with those people, They've
such a lot of ime to waste, and there’s so0 much make-
beleve, . . . The married women, they don’t want you
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cards over the mantelprece) Waste-paper! . . . Look at
that telephone | Mute for evermore.
{TeLepHONE BELL: * Trr-ter ter i’ Both
men start and stare at telephone,]

Tommy (raising a finger)
Hark to the swan-song !
[TeLepuonE BELL: * Trr-trr trr, trr-tor-
ter'] .

Tommy
Patheuc, 1sn’t 1t 2 (Goes across to writing-table and rosses
the recewer) Halloa ! Yes. (An instant later, with a violent
start ) Duchess? Duchess of—Huntington? . . . Yes,
of coutse I knew your v-voice, but . . . What? (His face
becomes positwely blank with horror) You're sorry you . ..
hat? ... Worse things 1n the world than cheating at
++ . But, my dear woman . ., What? ., . . (Stares wildly
at Robbins) But , . .
[Covers recerver with one hand, and, turning
to ROBBIKS, asks tn a hussing whisper,
* What shall 1 say?’ Pats it back to
hus lips.}
Fact 1s I—I'm morried already—years ago~unfortunate
entanglement . . . N-no. No chance of a divorce. Lost
sight of her, Living somewhere mn the wilds of New
Zealand, Absolutely rtespectable. N no, to-morrow 1
can't. Lunching with Robbins—my friend, H. Robbuns.
+ « + Come round to you in the morning? Well, I. ..
Well . ., No,nottea, [havetogoouttotea , . Y yes,
I could come 1n later, I suppose—d delighted-—but—-
[At about the muddle of this monologue, the
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A SOCIAL SUCCESS

Lapy A. (with quck suspicion)
Who are you telephoning to ?

Tommy (mecharzcally dropping recewer on to its
groove)
Enud, for heaven’s sake—think of Amersham. . , .

Lapy A,
I think of the man whom Amersham has exposed,
ruined, hounded down—the man I——

Tommy
But, Emd, he was quite nght—-

Lapy A

According to his own lights, yes Oh, I don't judge
hum, Who am [ that T should cast the first stone at lum
~—1, who deserted you just when—— (Buries her face in
her hands for an instant. Unburies her face) * Think of
Amersham’ ? T think of hum as last I saw hum, boundmng
up the steps of Bams's—and I telling the chauffeur to
drive me home. It wasn't tifl I was almost at my door
that I realised my baseness

Tommy
But,—but—Robbins, do help me! Tell her she seems
to be forgetting all about my baseness.

Roprins (awhkwardly)
1 certamnly do think——

Lapy A.
You! Who are you that you should come betwee——
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Tommy (to RorINs while he himself stands guard
aover telephone)
Tell Hawkins~—quick—not at home—to anybody.

[Roseins crosses to door, opens i, starts
back, almost closing door. LORD AMER-
SHAM'S vowce 15 heard saying, ‘M
Duxon still up? Very well. I'll go
strasght 1n.’]

Tommy (to RoBsINs}
Stop hum !

RoBBINS (throwing Lapy AMERSHAM'S cloak befund &

chatr)

Hadn't Lady Amersham better——2 (Pounts to screen
as he darts out 1nto hall. His voree and LORD AMERSHAM'S
are heard without. Lapy AmersHAM has darted towards
screen.}

ToMmy
Don't do that! Only done on stage! Most com-
promusing thing possible.

Lavy A, (with a look of quick llumination)
Exactly! So much the better |
[She darts behind the screen and, as the door
flies open, 1t 15 too late to stop her.)

Lorp A. (to RosaINs)
1 tell you—o
[He sees Tommy, who has backed to a corner,
and stredes towards ki)
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you see, when 1 got there—nobody m the hall, Went
into the coffee room. Nota soul, Drawing room deserted.
Went up mto card room. One rubber gong on—hard at
it. Didn't hike to nterrupt. Found myself cooling off 2
bit. Occurred to me: WOrse things mn the world than—
(gesture to card table). Many 2 good fellow « - - Awful
temptation, those wide shurt cuffs . . - Went down and
had a whisky and a quet think. + « - Understand all,
forgive all. Damned hypocnitical world, Pardons any s
but the sin of being found out Who was I that T should
.. . Tommy, old man (grps Tommy's hand) . That's
all nght.

Tommy
Tm—really, I'm—

Lorp A
My only fear 15 that Emud may . - you know how
difficult 1t 15 for 2 woman not to talk  And Emd—between
you and me—1s the most awful little chatterbox 11 the
Brtish Empire

[At this moment Lapy A's hand appears
grasping the top of the screen Tommy
sees 1t, and, behind LORD A’s back,
makes a frantic prolubutive gesture tm is
direction )

However, I know how to frghten her, and T'll undertake
to——

[The screen falls revealing LADY A 1mn the
act of propelling 1t Loro A starts and
stares round at her. She wnstantly folds
her hands and stands with downcast
eyes
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A SOCIAL SUCCESS

her on with it. Loro A,, reminded of his
extstence, returns down stage fo ToMMY.]

Lorp A. (sotto voce)
That fellow Robestson . . .

Tommy
Robbins.

Lorp A,
There’s something about hums that. . . Was st he who
put you up to—— (gesture to card-table}

Tommy
Robbuns? Good heavens ! He's the soul of honour.

Lorp A,

Well, 1t would be yust like you to shield him, but (looks
round and sees hus wife standing cloaked, She has moved
away without thanking RosiNs, who stands mdway between
her and her husband) 1 don't 1tke the look of hum,

Tommy
T assure you . . .

Lany A. (querulously)
Jack!

Lorp A
Good mght, dear old fellow. And—I'm glad 1it's
happened  Onfy—don't do 1t agawn, ch?
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Tommy
Lunch? Y-yes—delighted—

[TeLepuoNE-BELL : * Tre-ter-ter.’ Tommy
casts agomsed glance at if, wavening
between 1t and the AMERSHAMS, as
e passes out into the hall. ROBBINS sits
down dejected on a smail charr.

TELEPHONE ~ BELL :  * Trr - ter - tee—~—
trrerrrerr, while the CuRTAIN falls.)
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THE STORY OF THE SMALL BOY
AND THE BARLEY-SUGAR
1807

Little reader, unroll your Map of England

Look over its coloured counties and find Rutlund

You shall not read this siory antl] you have fourd Rutland For
& was there, and in the village of Dauble, that these thingt happened

You need not look for Dauble , it it 100 small 1o be marked

TaERE was only one shop i the willage, and 1t was
kept by Miss Good, and everybody was very proud
of it.

A httle further down the street, there was mdeed a black,
noisy place with flames 1nat. Thus was kept by 2 frightening
man who wore a great beard and did not go to the church
on Sundays. But I do not think 1t was a real shop, for
only horses went there, The children always san past 1t
very quickly, But the children never ran past Miss Good's
unless they were late for school.

They used to crowd round the window and talk about
the red and yellow sweets that were banked up against the
paties 1n a most tempting and delightful fashion. Sorme-
times one of the boys, greedier than the test, would stand
on tiptoc and press hus lips ta the glass, declanng he could
almost taste the sweets, or * lollypops,’ as he called them
Sometimes Miss Good would come and nod her nnglets
to the children, over the bottles of home-made peppet-
mint, How they envied her, hving always, as she dud, 1n
company so splendid |
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SMALL BOY AND BARLEY-SUGAR

her, 1 the distance, eating their sweets or runmng races
with them or playing at kiss mn-the-ring with them, his
cheeks grew very red, and tus eyes filled with tears, But
somehow he loved her all the more. And he often used to
dream of Jill, and of pennies, and of the window that Jill
foved.

There were other things than sweets 1n this window,
but they were seldom sold, There were strips of bacon,
which were not wanted, because every cottager had a p1g
There were bright ribands round reels, but the giels of that
village were not vamn, and fairs were few From the low
ceiling hung bunches of tallow candles, that seemed to
grow there like fruit, but every one 1n that village went to
bed at sunset. There was starch, but why stiffen linen?
And bootlaces, but they always break

So Miss Good, like 2 sensible person, had devoted herself
to the study of sweets, how to make them cheaply and well,
and, as she was fond of little chuldren, she was pleased that
they were her chuef customers But it so happened that
she herself was also very fond of sweets She enjoyed
tasting them, not only when she wished to see «f they were
good, but also when she knew quite well that they were
good.

Now, one summer's everung, when all the children had
gone home to bed, and she was puttng up her humble
shutters, Miss Good remembered suddenly that it was
her burthday, You see, she had not had one for a whole
year, and had forgotten that there were such things She
smuled to herself as she bolted the door of her shop,
murmunng softly, * I really must celebrate my birthday "
So she cut down one of the tallow candles and, having lit
11, set 1t upon the counter. ‘ Nlummnanons i’ she muwr
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SMALL BOY AND BARLEY-SUGAR

My head aches sadly. 1 am best alone. Thanks. Remember
me kindly to the King.’

With a gractous snchination of her head, the Queen
stepped 1nto her chariot and was gone.

Now, 2s 1t happened, Tommy Tune's father came home
that morning from another village, where for some days
he had been making hay. The fand farmer whose hay 1t
was had pad hum very handsomely for his work And
when Tommy, having eaten s dinner, took his slate and
was starting agaimn for school, his father called hum back

* Tommy son,’ he sad, “1 have brought back some-
thing for you Shut your eyes and give me your hand.’

Tommy obeyed 1 wonder. When he opened his eyes
and looked to see what was 1 hus hand, he saw—what do
you think 2—a real, brown penny !

* Oh Father,' he cried, * how wonderful 1151 And can
you really spare 1t? '

“T'm not sure that I can/’ replied Mr Tune, rather
grimly. ¢ Run away now before T ask for 1t back’

Tommy scampered off.

Far down the road, on the way to school, watked 2 Iittle
gitl, whose brown hatr curled over her pinafore It was
Jill. Tommy shouted to her to Stop and ran suil faster
Yesterday he would not have dared to speak to her—
certamly not to shout.

When he came nearer, the Letle gl heard tum and
looked round At first, she shook her head and began
walking on, but Tommy called to her so eagerly that at
Tength she waited for him

‘Jii1* he sad to her shy and preathless. ‘Wil you
come with me after school and buy barley sugat?’

‘No, I won't,’ she saud ‘T'm gong t© play at horses
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SMALL BOY AND BARLEY—SUGAR

together, all alone in the field, witha stick of barley-sugar-
When Jil went up with the others to the high desk, she
did look round at Tommy, with her finger to her lips, just
where he had kissed her. 1In another instant she had
clasped her hands behind her and was looking up at the
Teacher.

She was near the top of her class, and her turn came
soon. She was given 2 very €asy word to spell ; but she
must have been thinking of other things, 1 am afrad, for
she faded in the given word: she spelt Cow with an U.
Tommy, in his corner, plushed scatlet.

When her turn came round again, she spelt KITE with
2 C. The Teacher, who had always thought her t© be one
of the best of her pupils, frowned. ‘Be careful, Jul
Trellis {* she sad sharply. Tommy held his slate very
tightly with both hands.

Jill was told to spell Box. * B, she sad, * o, —and she
stopped short.

+Be very careful,’ said the Teacher. «you cannot be
attending. B, o—well?’

Jull shook her head.

*x, said the Teacher, * you Very abominable little girl !
TFetch the Dunce’s Cap and stand on the stool. You will
stay here for an hour after school 1s over and learn two
pages of hard words.’

So Till fetched the Dunce’s Cap and climbed up on to
the stool and clasped her hands behind her.

Nor did she look at Tommy when the clock struck four
and the school-chuldren trooped out.

For some tune Tommy stood 1n the porch. ‘There, at
feast, he was near his poor sweetheart, He would wait
there till she was set free.
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SMALL BOY AND BARLEY—SUGAR

your wishes will come true. Say “ Thank you " and give
me your penny.’

Tommy opened his eyes very wide and thanked her.

1; Good afternoon,’ she said, dropping s penny into the
till,

Tommy tan, as hard as the could, to a certan field. He
held the barley sugar tghtly 1n his hand, He knew what
he was gomng to wish for first. His eyes sparkled 25 he
ran. Visions of what he would wish for later on floated
vaguely i s muind—3 Tovely garden of vegetables for s
mother, a lovely farm for hs father, for umself 2 regiment
of wooden solduers, taller than he was. But these farr
Vlsl;ns he hardly heeded. He was thinking only of hus first
wish,

That he might get mote quickly 1t0 the fieid, he climbed
through a break 1 the hedge, canne not how the brambles
scratched hum, and )umped over the ditch on to the grass
beyond. There, after hus run, Aushed and trembling with
excitement, he put the yellow stick to hus bips He set hus
teeth upon the very edge of 1t, s0 as not t0 take more than
a tmy bite. Then, shutting tus eyes tghts he sad aloud,
¢ 1 wish Jill to come here at once.’

And, when he looked, there stood Jill before hm, 11
her Dunce's Cap. In her fhand she held 2 spellmg-book.
and her eyes were full of tears But Tommy flung hus arms
round her neck, so quickly that the book and the cap ‘both
fell to the ground, Tommy fussed away all her teats

* Leave go, Tommy ! + she cried at last: « Tell me why
1 am here, Why am I m this field 7" she asked, staring
around,

1 wished for you to come, Jall,’ the boy answered

¢+ But T was in the school-room. Why am 11 the field 2’
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YAl AND THE MOON
1807

Tig Bay of Yedo s all blue and yellow The village of
Haokamt 15 pmk  And Umanosuké, who ruled the village
worthily, was a widower And Yai, tus daughter, was
wayward

The death of his wife had grieved Umanosuké *She
was more dear to me, he had cried over her tomb, ¢ than
the plum tree 1n my garden, more dear than the half of all
my pted chrysanthemums And now she 15 dead The
jewelled honeycomb 1s taken from me Voud 1s the pavilion
of my desire  As an untrod 1sland, as a lttle iland m a
sea of teass, so am 1 My wife 1 dead  What 15 left to
me?’ Yai, not more then than 2 baby, had sidled up to
hum, coomg, * I, father ' And the villagers had murmured
1n lowly umson, - We, great st 1 And so the widower had
straghtway put from hum fus hempen weeds and all the
thistles of hes despair, had Lfted Tus laughing child upon
hus shoulder, and touched wsth his hand the bowed heads
of the villagers, saymng, © Bliss, of all things most wonderful,
15 fled from me But Authority remains, and therefore wll
1 make o more Jamentation’

Henceforth Umanosuke lwed for Authority Full of
wisdom were lus precepts: and of necessity his decrees
Whenever the villagers quarrelled, as villagers wll, among
themselves, and struck one another with thewr paper fans
and parasols, at hus comng they would lie flat upon the
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vYAI AND THE MOON

than which T can find no better sumile for your mother,
1t 15 already fifteen round years. And Jo! in nothing but
dreams and truancy have you spent your guthood. I who
begat you, have grown sad 1n contemplating all your faults-
Had 1 not, knowmng the wisdom of the phulosophers,
believed that i the span of every Life there 1s good and entl
equally distributed, and that your evil girlhood was surely
the preamble of a most perfect prime, your faults had been
intolerable, But 1 was comforted 1 my belief, and when
1 betrothed you to young Sanza, the son of Owyito, my
heart was filled with fair hopes. Only 1llustons L

“ But, father, sad Yat, ' 1 do not love Sanza’

How can you tell that you do not love fum,’ her father
demanded, * seeing that you hardly know hum? '

‘He 1s ugly, father,’ sad Yai. ‘He weats strange
garments. His voice 15 harsh Twice we have walked
together by the side of the sea, and when he pmszd my
beauty and talked of all he had learned at the untversity,
and of all he wished me to fearn also, 1 knew that T dd
ot fove hum, His thoughts ate not lke mine’

¢ That may well be,’ Umanosuke answereds ¢ seeng that
he was held to be the finest student of his year and that
you are more gnorant thtan a hare. As for his face, 1t 1S
topped with the tughest forehead m Haokarm  As for tus
garments, they aré symbols of advancement. In fourteen
fanguages he can lift fus vorce. 1am an old man now, 3
man of the former fashion, and many of Sanza's thoughts
seem strange to me, 35 to you. But when I am 0 s
presence 1 bow humbly before fus antedlect, He 15 2
marvellous young man, indeed. He understands all things
If you mean that you are unworthy of tum, 1 cestainly
agree.

213



S €

R ST

vs. waw fazagg AT widm wegwat

ag Wit wedlagt—goEn ¥ g v e aediam st e
FET Y wan Paggga § @0 OF g R foar oy ffem wie
o adtias g1ar N wdi ar-faaa’ % fegrs ¥ 33 § o
IS Ferw T A | 6 Feara & aawne A e T A -
aar it 1 1 g W Tl Awarlae w g wAT 1 S S wergd # asg
el ¥ Ardias WeTe § AGwpin g o1 0@ F e F UG
TR &7 AT TgE AROT A F Y F O A AT SR
& wfa W% faxm <Y & afads & aan

AFARE FICW ¢ (%) W wlEAnat- 4 3y Araler sl ¥
o At F N a7 § wrea F—udw aredtaT o afq A & e fan
azed ¥ waad W Waw wifes sfAmat w1 gwEr S a8t 9n
afra amirdl 3 w7 T At B e s S ags T I 93
@ ( "o WY fRda ai it @A & ot WAt awe g ga af o o ot
F A agy I TR U A, FAAGT AT gArer FAQ &, wafew @
Fa T HHa @R A g Sl W AR wn wn & A aifam
EY F0 aF 47 1 oF AT &Y W F genwd b o Y, gad M e
I vz & Fre o gwm o § saxdr & www fFan 0 wry aRRe AR
A wriew goiaear g aftw it saw 7 <@y gy fR W g $ds o AT
T 41 ¢ SR A wiaE qav ot A @ af 9 f O st 97w
A & gyaer o, FE-AE T §F w7 AL annw gz e gt wen
{frgrz) #< Fer (Yoa) # g fraw w9 & aaa o dr o agt A
1. gudy—vzfogur g faZenu,” 9o 1101
2. “gfogur g 1ate-15," gs &0 0




YAI AND THE MOON

desolate, Of no man but lm can 1 be the bnde.’

Umanosuké rased his hand, * The Moon,” he sad, ‘15
the sacred lantern that our God has given us. We must
not think of 1t but as of 2 lantern, I do not know the
meaning of your thoughts. There 15 muschief 1n them and
wmptety. I pray you, put them from you, lest they fall as
2 curse upon your nuptials. I did but send for you that
T might counsel you to bear yourself this afternoon, 1n
Sanza's presence, 2s a bride should, with deference and
love, not with unmardenly aversion, It ts not well that
the bridegroom, when he comes duly on the eve of hs
wedding to kiss the hand of s bride, and to sprinkle her
chamber with rose-leaves, should be treated ungraciously
and put to shame, Lattle daughter, I will not argue with
you. Know only that this wedding 15 well devised for
your happiness. If you love me but 2 little, try to please
me with obedience. Iam older than you, and I know more
Behave, I beseech you, better !’

Ya1 ran mto the garden, weeping.

She paced up and down the long path of porcelain  She
beat her hands agamst the bark of her father’s favourite
uce-tree, whose branches were always spangled with
fandangles, and cursed the name of her bridegroom. For
hours she wandered among the flower beds, calling upon
the name of her love.

The gardeners watched her furtively from their work,
and murmured, smiling one to another, ‘ This evening we
need not carry forth our water-jars, for Yai has watered
all the flowers with her tears *

When the hour came for her bridegroom’s visit, Ya1 had
bathed her eyes 1n orange-water, and sat waiting at her
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YAI AND THE MOON

* Sanza,’ she smd, when he ceased, ‘ will you release
me? If you think me mad, you cannot wish me to be
your bride.

For a moment Sanza hesitated—only for 2 moment.

‘ Madness,” he said, ‘15 a question of degree. We are
ail potentrally mad. If you were left to indulge 1n these
absutd nottons, you would certainly becorme mad, in time.
As 1t 15, I fancy you have a touch of Neuromansa, And
when you speak I have noticed a slight tendency to Echolaka
But these are tnifles, my dear. Any sudden change of life
1s apt to dispel far more serious symptoms. Your very
defects, small though they ate, will make me all the more
watchful and tender towards you when I am your husband.’

‘You are very cruel and very cowardly,’ sobbed Yai,
‘and I hate you !’

‘ Nonsense !* satd Sanzz, snatching one of her hands
and kissing 1t {oudly.

In another munute the room had been sprinkled with
rose-leaves, and Yai was alone.

At sunse’ for father came to the room and bent over her
and lussed “nr. ‘Do not weep, little daughter,” he sud
Tt 15 welf*that you should be wed, though you are so
unwidling. Sleep happily now, little daughter. To-morrow,
all 1n your honour, the way will be strewn with anemones
and golden grain. Little lanterns will waver m the almond
trees.”

Yat spoke tiot a word.

But when her father had reached the threshold of her
room, she ran swiftly to hum and flung her arms atound his
neck, and whispered to lum through tears, ¢ Forgive me
for being always an evil daughter.’
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YAI AND THE MOON

sound as of weeping, she had no fear, but only love 1 her
heart, CGazing steadfastly before her at that glimmering
white line where the sky curves down upon the sea, and
ever whuspering through her lips the name of her love,
she held her swift course over the waters.

Clearer, clearer to her gaze grew the white line and the
arched purple that rested on st. Another minute, and she
could hear the waves lapping sts surface, a sweet mornotony
of music, seerming to call her on. A few more strokes of
her paddle, swept with 2 final impulse, and the boat bore
her with a yet swifter speed. Soon she suffered 1t to ghde
on obliquely, ull 1t grazed the whute line with its prow.
She had reached the tryst of her devouon. Famnt and
quivering, she Iay back and waited there.

After a while, she leant over the side of the boat and
peered down mto the sea Far, far under the surface she
seemed to descry a little patch of siver, of silver that was
moving. She clasped her hands to her eyes and gazed down
agan, The silver was spreading, wider and wider, under
the water, till the water's surface became even as a carpet of
dazzhing silver.

The Moon rose through the sea, and paused under the
canopy of the sky.

Sa great, so farr was he, of countenance so dlustrious,
that litle Yar did but fude her head 1n the folds of her
garment, darng not to look up at hum,

She heard a vorce, that was softer and mare melancholy
than the west wind, saying to her, * Child of the ruler of
Haokami, why sought you to waylay me?’ And agan the
vorce sad, ¢ Why sought you ta waylay me? '

* Because,” Yai answeted fantly, ‘ because I have long
Joved you,’
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YAI AND THE MOON

married that impertnent hitle fellow, who is always spying
at me through his confounded telescope. And thete he
13, to be sure ! up betumes and strutting about his garden,
with a fine new swit on! Quite the bridegroom {*
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